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The Malling of Manhattan 
TINY TOWN DESTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION 


Photos & Story by Scotto 
The Mall... yyyuuuccchhh is putting it mildly. | used to 
be able to listen to the bells in the city courthouse tower 
ring on the hour. Gone are the days when | could count the 
tolls and know just exactly what time it was. You didn't 
even have to think... your mind would just start counting 
as each "bong" rang out. 
| now live on a highway-- the same place that used to 
be a relatively quiet street-- where trucks roar by all 


day and night. It has been a long time since those belis 


tollad uninterrupted by auto noise! To say that time has 
been interrupted is an understatement. To put a mall at 
the end of Poyntz Avenue-- Downtown Manhattan-- is a 
crime! | don't know where it started. and | sure don't 
know where it will end... 


.. but most (if not all) agree that it was not the 


proper "rehabilitation" procedure for what is fondly 
known as Tiny Town. 


They Paved Paradise... 

Like the song says, "They paved Paradise to put up a 
parking lot." Okay, so Manhattan, Kansas is not exactly 
Paradise, but | know quite a few people who are very 
fond of this tiny little town. People who are not at all 
happy with the decision-making going on downtown. THEY 
are literally tearing down/have torn down buildings to 
make room for parking lots. And THEY call this 
"progress"? Those THEYS out there-- I'd Say about 
twelve of them-- are the only ones happy with the shape 
of things to come. Twelve is my guesstimate on 
approximately how many people are going to find this 
undertaking to be a financial success. The rest of us are 
going to have to suffer with the grand mistakes being 
made. Unfortunately-- or some say fortunately-- this 
project called the Manhattan Mall is going to be born-- 
and always remain-- a ghost. 

THEY tore down the Coop silos. | watched them for 
almost three weeks destroy over $1,000,000 worth of 
solid heavily reinforced concrete structure... much to the 
sadness of the old men who sat next to me on the sand 
pile and spoke with sorrow as we watched the wrecking 
ball crash. They spoke of such things as land values-- and 
therefore rent-- going up, and potentially making many 
retired folks homeless. They spoke of these old silos as 
historic landmarks and prototypes of the silos today. 
There now stands a parking-lot-to-be. Just more ghost 
spaces for the ghost shoppers.. but hey... we can't have 
those oid silos blocking the view of this new relic from 
the people who will be “arriving by the bus load” from 
the east to shop, now can we? | say relic in reference to 
the King Tut design motif on the southeast building of the 
Mall. 





Mad Mitch Eats Bricks 


| watched a man named Mad Mitch tear down a building 
which had been many things-- starting with a livery 
stable in 1928, and including, more recently, a custom 
waterbed shop. You should have seen him grin as he (in 
the form of a 16-ton backhoe) ate the bricks and beams. 
To Mad Man Mitch, there was no separation between man 
and machine. He felt every stone that that "20H Series 
Three" lifted, and it actually made him sad to do it. It 
was a beautiful old structure. 
| myself was able to salvage a historical piece from 
this site (with Mitch's soft touch on the bucket with 
sharp, pointy teeth), a 4-foot long by 18-inch wide by 
6-inch thick stone, engraved “AP'TS", to be used forever 
as the hearth for my woodburning stove. 
The building went from shops (including a 60 year old 
barbershop), to rubble, to graded parking-lot-to-be (in 


Prisons & 
Prisoners 


Native American 
issues 


Moscow Trust 
Group 


the gentle 
anarchist 


lots more 


Fall 
1987 
#2 


less than 60 working days)-- a parking lot for a 2-level 
office building which is now being erected on the site of 
an old car dealership. The city took over this property by 
eminent domain in conjunction with the Mall project, and 
it's three blocks away! 

The city did likewise to a full block (on both sides of 
the street) of old buildings east of Third Street. This is 
now the main entry to the mall. Highway 24 used to pass 
through what is now this skylit atrium. 


Dust in the Wind 


The city did some strange planning-- or more 
precisely non-planning-- of the rerouting of traffic 
during the construction phase. Needless to say, all of 
downtown is sheer madness to drive through. There are 
many major routes messed up by the mess-making. 
Highways 77, 24, and 18 and Fourth Street used to be 
passable with relative ease. And people on former Pierre 
Street (now Highways 18 & 177) can no longer tell what 
time it is from the courthouse clock. In fact, the clock 
itself has been out of whack, too-- bonging eight times at 
11 o'clock and and three times at 6 o'clock. | think the 
mechanism is fouled, and |, of course, blame it on the 
dust from the Mall project... that stuff is blowing 
everywhere! 

Actually, the truth of the matter is that | am 
fascinated to watch the physical capabilities of all of the 
men and machines that are making all of this happen. That 
doesn't stop me from thinking that the decision-making 
behind it is faulty. | can't help thinking that if they had to 
destroy these structures by hand (to approximate the 
energy that went into building them) they would never 
even begin to attempt disassembling those sites! 

It is indeed exceptionally interesting to me to 
observe... yet | can't stop wondering why anybody would 
put up a monstrous mall in a place which had over 6% of 
its storefronts blank before they started. 

During the construction phase, about 99 new stores 
were built to house the displaced (who can't afford the 
mall rent of about $40 per square foot per month, 
anyway). So, who is going to occupy this beast? 

| have to admit that some of the architectural design 
is not too bad, like the west facade (the stonework is a 
respectable touch), and | like the new brick sidewalks on 
the downtown streets, too. But the sodium vapor lights 
(although the fixtures are pretty) are bads news. 
Especially to anybody who knows what those rays do to 
people's minds. 


Come On Down... 

Here are some of the fascinating/devastating things 
going on.. come on down and take a look for yourself. 
Check out the taco place east of the Mall, across Tuttle 
Creek Boulevard, for a significant observation point of 
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(The following document was received from 
the Helsinki Watch Committee. Included with 
the Declaration of Principles were other 
excerpts from Day By Day, the Trust Group's 
monthly information bulletin (No. 5, May 
1987). This is presented in hopes of 
introducing more “western” peace activists 
and interested individuals to the Trust Group. 
For a copy in pamphlet form send fifty cents 
to cover copying and postage to Neither West 
Nor East, c/o The Lawrence Project, PO Box 
1893. Lawrence, Ks 66044) 





The Group to Establish Trust Between the U.S. 
and the USSR (known as the Trust Group for short) 


is an independent group of peace advocates in the 
USSR which has existed since 1982. Its first task 
was to proclaim the intention to promote the 
establishment of mutual trust between the peoples 
of the USSR and the USA by organizing what we 
called the "four-sided dialogue between the USSR 
and USA," that is, having the independent societies 
of both countries join in the dialogue of the 
politicians on an equal-rights basis. 

In the time since the Group was founded, its 
activity has been expanded by new aspects which 
have necessitated this document. 


We believe that the reasons for the current 
tension in the world, fraught with universal 
nuclear destruction, are rooted in the lack of trust 
between countries and peoples. The way to 
eliminate this lack of trust and establish a stable 


peace lies, in our view, in having the peoples of 
both countries come to know each other, in 
changing the manner in which people of another 
world view are treated, in eradicating in people's 
consciousness the stereotype of the "enemy" 
imposed on them, and in overcoming the "barricade 
mentality." An important precondition for this is a 
belief in the essential absolute value of the human 
individual. 


In order to realize these ideas it is essential 
to expand contacts between ordinary people in the 
East and West, eliminate governmental, political, 
ideological, and other barriers to East-West 
cooperation, and jointly resolve common problems. 
A cardinal increase is needed in the exchange of 
ideas, people and information in accordance with 
the spirit and letter of the Final Act of the Helsinki 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
[signed by 35 nations in 1975 and known as the 
Helsinki Accords]. 

Therefore, we are appealing to the 
governments of the USSR, the USA and other 
countries of the East and West with a call to take 
such measures as the following towards 
overcoming mistrust and humanizing international 
relations: 


--a tourist program for inexpensive travel in the 
countries of the West and East by exchanging 
homes; 


--a program that would enable people to receive 
books and subscribe to journals both from the West 
and from the East; 


--a program to exchange children between Soviet 
and Western families during school holidays; 


--exchange of hired workers; 


--exchange of a network of permanent cultural 
centers; 


--television discussion between the politicians of 
both sides during which television viewers from 
West and East would have the opportunity to 
address questions to them over the telephone; 


--clinics for joint medical practice; 
--joint musical festivals for young people; 


..and much, much more. 
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We see our purpose as follows: 


--to break down anti-Western sentiments and to 
oppose the expression of xenophobia and 
chauvinism in our country; 


--to cooperate closely with activists in the peace 
movements abroad in order to overcome the 
mistrust towards the peoples of the USSR both in 
the West and in the Third World and in countries 
allied with the USSR; 


--to oppose the growing militarism of public 
consciousness, first of all, the system of so-called 
"military-patriotic education of youth"; 


--to implant in the cultural ethos of society the 
anti-militaristic raising of children as an essential 
element of the humanization of social mores. 


Taking into consideration all the complexities of 
contemporary international 
nevertheless are in principle opposed to the 
presence of foreign troops in foreign territories: 
first of all, the presence of Soviet troops in 





relations, we 


Afghanistan. 
it should be emphasized in particular that we do 
not set as the goal of our activity the promotion of 


any government in winning for itself trust in the 
international arena, including the government of 
our own country. We believe that only the efforts 
of an independent [nepodkontroinoye] society, of 
the ordinary peoples of the East and West can 
guarantee the establishment of a climate of trust 
and a stable peace. Genuine detente is possible only 
from below, through the growth of a world-wide 
revolution of grass-roots peace initiatives. 


These two issues, in our view, are inseparably 
linked. It is impossible to speak about peace 
‘without also discussing human rights issues. In the 
same way, it is unacceptable to be involved with 
the struggle for human rights while relegating to 
second place the problem of preserving peace, and 


ultimately, the survival of humankind. This 
principle is laid down in particular in the Helsinki 
Accords. 

Peace in the world and peace within society 
depend on one another in the most intimate fashion. 
On the one hand, irreproachable observance by the 
authorities of human rights cannot help but have an 
impact on the elimination of mistrust in the 
international arena. The “Mistruet.that is 
experienced towards a government that violate: 
human rights is also extended towards ordinary 
citizens. Observance of these rights by 
governments will further the development of trust 
between peoples. On the other hand, trust-buildin 
measures between peoples wetinng” into 
practice “detente. —Below" will inevitably 
promote the normalization of the climate of 
international relations as well. For those of us who 


in the USSR, this is particularly 





are living 
important. 

While advocating human rights as well as 
peace, it is impossible to limit oneself to any one 
country. The world is indivisible just as humanity 
is indivisible. Therefore, we are for opposing all 
violations of human rights in any corner of the 
globe. 


In our own country we consider the following to 


be essential: 


_+irreproachable adherence to the constitutional 


rights and freedoms of citizens; 


--an amnesty for all prisoners of conscience, that 
is, persons deprived of their freedom because of 
their convictions, if they did not use or advocate 
violence; 


--changes in the legislative and judicial-executive 
practices in the USSR with the objective of 
preventing opportunities for the persecution of 
people for their convictions; 


--complete abolition of the death penalty; 

--guarantee of the "right to pacifism", that Is, 
establishment of alternative civilian service for 
persons who are unable, for reasons of 


conscience, to serve in the army; 
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Native American issues 


The struggles of Indian Americans, including Central 
and South Americans, are numerous. In this section we 
only attempt to deal with two: the struggle of the Navajo 
resisting relocation on the Hopi-Navajo reservation (Big 
Mountain and other districts) and the conflict of the 
Miskito of Central America with the Sandinista 
government of Nicaragua. Race relations between 
Americans of Indian ancestry and those of European 
ancestry are often a matter of a European style 
government imposing “White" economics, lifestyle and 
rules on Indian peoples. But always they are conflicts 
between individuals and communities of these two 
different backgrounds. When I first became involved in 
the Big Mountain issue I was confronted by a friend, who 
insisted that anyone who was progressive and was 
involved with the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
should condemn Russell Means for his stand on the 
Sandinista/Miskito conflict as well as allegedly racist 
statements he had been making in public. At the time I 
didn't see how this affected me because I had never met 
Mr. Means, nor did I work with anyone directly involved 
with him. But the issue is broader than just Means’ 
statements; it deals with racial and national identity. 

When one speaks of “a white nation", it brings to 
mind the Klan and the Nazis. Only recently have white 
supremacists spoken in "positive" terms, comparing 
themselves with "nationalists" of other races. Previously, 
the other races were always considered inferior, fit only to 
be slaves or killed. Now the Klan tries to "honor" black 
communities for keeping their towns black. Rumor has 
it that white supremacists have called for alliances with 
black separatist, in order to split up the U.S. into two 
seperate "nations": one black and one white. None of this 
leaves room for peole who believe that individuals dave 
the right to associate with anyone, regardless of color 

Are "nationalists" of color different? Are fiey 


seperatist because they are nationalist? It should be 
understandable that peoples who have been subjected to 
forced removal, slavery, or extermination would choose 
to control their own lives, and muniti 
rather than continue to be ruled by people of the race that 
had mashed them down. Discussion among black 
nationalists often focuses on creating “black 
institutions”. P pecncMiy, Tanes and social services 

| ple, In this way they 
would gain aol of fare own resources. 

The Indian "nations" of North America are more 
diverse than the limited concept of "nation" allows for. 
At Big Mountain, people call themselves the "Sovereign 
Dine Nation", and this is based on being of the same 
people, and declaring themselves to be in control of their 
own lives and land. At the same time the Hopi village of 
Hotevilla (as well as other Hopi villages) declare 
themselves the "Sovereign Hotevilla Nation", once again 
claiming control of their own lives. But the internal 
structure is different from one "nation" to another. Are 
they seperatist? Are they racist? 

It seems the stake is control of ones own 
community. While many leftists reject nationalism as 
barrier between peoples, and a tool of the State, this 
nationalism has been cultivated as a way of taking 
control over other peoples lives, and all too often, 
driving them out of the land or killing them. 

And all too often black nationalism or indian 
nationalism is rejected by white people. U.S. 
nationalism is based on the illusion that all men are 
treated equally, in an integrated nation. But the 








. integrationist ideal is recent in U.S. history. Other 


"nations" were not treated as equals, but as "children", or 
worse. nt nation- hood of the indian at bd 


he im 





rere en i indians ot in pig ver rine he * 
status of nation was rejected all together. 


BIG MOUNTAIN IS STILL HERE 


The law requiring Navajos to move out of their 
homes on a section of the Hopi-Navajo Reservation, 
Public Law 93-531, is still "the law". Last year before 
the July deadline for relocation, a great deal of attention 
was focused on the confrontation. On July 6, 1986, 
Navajos living in the partitioned area of Big Mountain, 
and other Navajos opposing relocation, marched with 
supporters to the fence. (While the government has tried 
to complete the fence, it is continually being torn down) 
That day 1/4 to 1/2 a mile of fence was taken down. 
There was a lot of publicity, including national press 
articles. Since then, with no impending deadline and no 
direct threat of forced removal, the publicity has subsided. 


SUPPORT GROUPS 
PROVIDE NEWS 


With the exception of a few press articles, the only 
information about this resistance has been coming from 
support groups. Two of the most prominent have been 
the Big Mountain Legal Office, and the Support For Our 
Future Generations. Formerly the Big Mountain Legal 
Defense/Offense Committee, the Big Mountain Legal 
Office will no longer put out a regular newsletter, due to 
lack of money. Nevertheless, they continue to work 
towards the filing of a lst Amendment Lawsuit, as well 
as working on lobbying for parallel legislation in the 
U.S. House and Senate. Support For Our Future 
Generations will continue to do a monthly newletter, as 
well as support work for gatherings and ceremonies on 
the land. Also, The Berkeley Big Mountain Support 
Group has produced a tabloid paper ,Big Mountain News 
, which provides a quarterly update on resistance to 
relocation. 


GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO 
PUSH FOR RELOCATION 


Since summer of "86, the BIA and the Relocation 
Commission has maintained that relocation is the law, 


and still has to be completed. BIA head, Ross Swimmer, 


estimated that 18 months were needed from July '86 to 
finish relocation of all Navajos on the so-called "Hopi 
Partition Area". This raised the concern that the 
government would wait till the publicity had died down 
and the winter off '87-'88 had set in to try to force people 


off of the land. Fortunately, federal funds are pretty $ 


restricted, with no money allowed for forced relocation. 


Swimmer, himself, has made visits to the Big Mountain $ 


area, to talk to people, but of course maintained that "the 


law is the law", and the relocation would still have to be 


completed somehow. Some of the land that the 
government attempted to set up as "New Lands" at Rico 
Puerco to the east ot the Big Mountain area, turns out to 
be contaminated from uranium mining that has gone on 
in the area for several years. 

“Relocation Counselors" have made appearances 
around the Joint Use Area (the JUA is the area being 
divided) to ask people to come and look at new lands. 
One concern was that this was also being used as a way 
to identify the resisters, those who will not leave. Also, 
there are still fighter planes and military helicopters 


` flying low over the land. Even worse, water diversion has 


taken place in areas where people's water supply is very 

limited. The stated reason is to provide water for cattle to 

be brought in by Hopi ranchers. Livestock impoundment 
continued on page P-9 


The danger of nationalism comes when one group 
tries to decide for another. The issue is self-control, ‘I'he 
hidden strength is alliance and unity between different 
groups, whether they call themselves "nations" or not. 
To claim community self control, but respect other 
communities and individuals would be the only 
"nationalism" that would not produce warring states. 

Here I would like to use an example from the modern 
Iroquois, which also brings us back to the Miskito. In 
1985, negotiations between the Sandinistas and the 
Miskitos took place in Bogata, Columbia. Russell 
Means attended, but more importantly members of the 
Six Nation Iroquois Confederation came. The Iroquois 
travelled with Six Nation passports. They came 
representing sovereign nations. And the issue was of the 
sovereignty of the Miskito people and of the rest of the 
people of Nicaragua. 

Brooklyn Rivera represented the Miskito people, and ` 
spoke of negotiating “as nation to nation.” Also to speak 
was Chief Oren Lyons of the Iroquois. "We are the Hau 
De No Sau Nee....We are made up of Six Nations...each 
of us equal...cach of us sovereign...and we come together 
in a confederacy. Our business is peace not war...We 
must be of one mind..." 

To speak of your own nation, without falling into 
the racist, seperatist pit, it becomes necessary to respect 
the next person's claim to self-control. 

AIM PRESS STATEMENT ON 
RUSSELL MEANS, NOV 13, 1985 

The following is a press release signed by Clyde H. 
Bellecourt, Chief Executive Officer of the American 
Indian Movement. 

"We emphatically reiterate our official position as — 
spelled out in our April 4, 1985 press release and 
memorandum. 

_ “Russell Means does not represent the policies, 


nor the international Indian Treaty Council. He is not the } 


founder of the American Indian Movement, nor does he 
represent the organization in any way. 

"It should be understood the views expressed by 
Russell Means in regards to MISURASATA and 
Nicaragua are his own, and should be considered as such. 
Of course, the other two persons mentioned in the article 
have no authorization to speak on behalf of the American 
Indian Movement, or the International Indian Treaty . 
Council. Furthermore, as stated in the Associated Press 
article, no joint statement of the two organizations has 
been laid out, other than our official position as spelled 
out in our April 4, 1985 statement. Therefore, the so 
called ‘joint statement’ is completely without 
authorization, and has no basis. 

"We are at this time by this memorandum and press 
statement notifying and reminding the press, members of 
the American Indian Movement, Indian communities, 
friends, supporters, affiliated organizations, freedom 
fighters, and all peoples of the world struggling for their 
liberation, that on at least two occasions Russell Means 
had voluntarily resigned from the American Indian 
Movement. To give further clarification to this fact, and 


| to clear up any confusion, it should be understood by all 


that Russell Means by his own contradictory statements 
has completely disassociated himself from the American 
Indian Movement in regards to the Indian peoples and all 
the peoples of Nicaragua. 

"Finally, we call on all our warriors throughout 
North America to reject the proposed recruitment 
program, and with resolute determination continue our 
struggles here for our peoples, lands and resources. From 
the Sacred Black Hills to Big Mountain; from the White 
Earth Anishinabe to the Northwest Territories; from the 
fishing rights struggles on the banks of the Nisqually to 
the shores of the Great Lakes, continue..." 


Project 1313 Fall 1987 page P-3 





Cultures Collide in Nicaragua 


National Revolution and Indigenous 
Identity: The Conflict between 
Sandinistas and Miskito Indians on 


Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast 

(Edited by Klaudine Ohland and Robin Scnieder, 
Copenhagen, Nov. 1983. j ion is 
available for $10 through Cultural Survival Inc., 
11 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
02138) 





This work was published by the International 
Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, "an 
independent, international organization which deals 
with the oppression of indigenous peoples", as part 
of a documentation series. It contains documents 
concerning Nicaragua's Atlantic coast, where the 
Sandinista revolution and the Indian and Creole 
cultures have met. The conflicts that have come 
out of this meeting have been used by the U.S. 
government as examples of how "Communism" is 
trampling on human rights, and why the Nicaraguan 
"contras" should be armed and sent to fight the 
Sandinistas. While the U.S. government simplifies 
the Miskito/Sandinista conflict to fit its own 
propaganda needs, the story presented through 
National Revolution is very complicated. 

Here the focus is on the period from 1979, 
when the Sandinista movement overthrew Somoza, 
to 1982, when Miskito demands for autonomy had 
brought armed conflict as well as negotiations. 

Nicaragua had long been split, culturally, 
between the Latino Pacific coast and the Indian, 
Black, and Creole Atlantic coast. Each had a 
„different colonial history, Spanish rule in the west 
and English rule in the east. During Somoza's rule 
the Atlantic coast was the object of North 
American fishing, lumber, banana and mining 
companies. It was only after the Sandinista 
revolution that the U.S. became concerned about 
the Indians’ human rights. Then, "the Atlantic 
coast became the most obvious political weak point 
of the new revolution." 

Documents from both MISURASATA (Miskito 
Sumu Rama Sandinista Aslatakanka), said to 
represent 185 indigenous communities and the 
FSLN (Sandinista organization) are presented here, 
giving a very balanced presentation of the 
conflicts. In Spanish speaking Nicaragua, the 
revolution helped to bring people together, not only 
in overthrowing Somoza, but also in beginning the 
work of rebuilding Nicaraguan society: the literacy 
campaign, and regaining land and resources once 
held by Somoza are two primary examples. But 
"this achievement of the Front cannot be exported 
to the Atlantic Coast-- except at the price of the 
suppression of its autochthonous inhabitants and 
the Caribbean culture." 

There, the literacy campaign was boycotted by 
the Miskito and English speaking population, until 
the government decided to carry out the campaign 
in Miskito, Sumu and English, instead of only 
Spanish. 

Also, while Pacific coast inhabitants seem to 
have benefitted from the nationalization of Somoza 


held land, on the Atlantic coast, "the whole 
indigenous area was affected...and legally became 
State propety." Here the Government immediately 
began cutting trees for lumber. While negotiations 
for indigenous title to land were in progress, the 
“Agreement On Norms For Lumber-Felling” was 
Fall 1987 
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drawn up. This was signed in February, 1981. It 
specified payment from the government, to the 
indigenous communities, for lumber cut on 
indigenous land. It also called for negotiations on 
mapping out just which lands belonged to the 
indigenous communities lands and which did not. 

The conflict is one of control. The revolution 
drew its power from people who were trying to 
regain control over their own lives. But those 
people came from a Latino (Euro-American) 
culture. When that style of "government" came 
into the Atlantic coast it met peoples with their own 
culture, their _own style of "government", and 
their own land. 

This contrast of cultures was addressed early 
on. In 1980, a communique from MISURASATA 
leadership says, "It is easy to understand why one 
should not expect the people of the Atlantic Coast 
to behave in the same or in a similar way to those 
of the Pacific. This is because of the differences 
that exist in their roots, form of historical 
development and socio-cultural reality.” 

A call is made for unity: "Through this letter, 
we ask the authorities of the revolutionary 


Government to interpret more accurately the true 
feelings of the brothers in the Atlantic Coast and 
become thoroughly aware of their roots...as a way 
of being able to understand in a revolutionary way, 
the anxieties and behavior of these Nicaraguan 
brothers." 





In an October 19, 1980 interview with 
MISURASATA representative Steadman Fagoth, 
the indigenous peoples' interest in the revolution is 
described: "They (foreign companies) have felled 
the woods, ransacked the ocean for its fish, 
exterminated the turtles, and actually left 60% of 
the miners with silicosis and tuberculosis. Or we 
can make the point clearer still with the example 


of the Sumu people who were exterminated in the 
mines of Siuna, Bonanza and whose total numbers 
have been reduced to a mere 12,000. The Miskito 
people. were saved from this because they lived 
along the Rio Coco. That inheritance of exploitation 
shows the significance of the Revolution for the 
Miskito, Sumu and Rama. That is to say, it is 
within the framework of the Revolution that the 
majority of the semi-proletarian indigenous people 
can reach their true cultural, racial and political 
identity." 

At the end of 1980, MISURASATA prepared a 


plan’ for an "intensive consciousness-raising 
campaign", including youth organizations, women's 
organizations, and economic projects. It also 
included plans to push the indigenous land claims, 
making mention of "mass demonstration at regional 
level” . 
It is at this point that the conflict became 
confrontation. 

The FSLN saw this plan as a "separatist" plan 
to take over the Atlantic coast. From a December 
1981 speech, Minister for the Atlantic Coast 
William Ramirez says of MISURASATA that "...its 
leaders established contacts with right wing 
political parties, that North American finance 
existed for a radio station to function in the 
region." Also, the charge of a separatism based on 
racism is brought up. "For the benefit of those who 
have any doubts about the separatist content", 
Ramirez details how MISURASATA claimed the 
whole Atlantic coast for indigenous people. 
"Moreover, this territory would be inherited by 
Miskito, Sumu, Rama and Creoles, but Mestizos, 
or 'Spaniards' as they are called, would be 
excluded. In other words, more than 170,000 poor 
campesinos _ would have to be expelled from this 
territory, who have settled there for many 
decades. There is no doubt that apart from being 
Separatist, this project promoted by 
MISURASATA's leadership is profoundly racist." 

In early 1981, the government moved to 
arrest Fagoth, and others within MISURASATA's 
leadership. On February 26, 1981, soldiers came 
to a meeting at a church in Prinzapolka, where a 
closing ceremony for the nearly complétemtiteracy 
campaign was being held. When the soldiers ~ 


attempted to capture one Elmer Prado, a fight 


occurred in which four soldiers and five civilians 
(or more, from other accounts) were killed. This 
was characterized by the government as one of the 
armed conflicts which had been_"plasred=TiT Plan 
81. Fagoth was aceused eing a "Somozista", 
and of working against the revolution. But it would 
appear that the detention of MISURASATA leaders 
did more to drive away the Miskitos than any 
alleged plan. 

Brooklyn Rivera, another MISURASATA leader 
detained, said, "Before those events took place, 
we felt there was no contradiction, because on the 
land issue the Government itself had told us via an 
agreement that the indigenous community lands 
were going to be legalized. For this reason the 
Government requested that a legal map be 
submitted, so that they could recognize the lands. 
A similar situation arose on the question of 
administrative autonomy for the Coast. (The 
government) said repeatedly that the Atlantic 
Coast was going to be administered by the Coastal 
people.” 

After the arrests, mass demonstrations took 
place and churches and offices were occupied. 
Several thousand Miskito, mostly young 
MISURASATA activists, fled to the Honduras 
(where a great number of Miskito already lived, 
the Honduras/Nicaragua frontier having only been 
set since 1960). By the end of 1981, the Miskito 
were involved in armed conflict with the army. 
The “counter-revolutionaries", Somoza's former 
National Guards, took advantage of the 
Miskito-Sandinista split and moved into the 
eastern area. 






To! D 


It was at this time that the FSLN recommended 
the evacuation of the indigenous people from along 


continued on page P-10 







page P-5 


Fall 1987 


Project 1313 


More on Prisons and Prisoners 


Lest We Forget the Truth 


The issue of prisons and prisoners has long been a 


thorn in the side of anti-authoritarians. but very little 


has been produced which could effectively reduce or 
solve the problems recognized as the core of the 
State's controlling power over individuals-- the fear of 
forced imprisonment. 

Many prisoners are certainly deserving of their fate, 
or worse, for offenses of a violent and brutal nature. 
However, the issue is not whether these persons are 
deserving of imprisonment, but whether we, as 
opponents of the State apparatus, can afford to allow 
our emotional feelings of revenge to continue the 
State-induced idea that offenders need to be 
imprisoned no matter what the consequences 
thereafter. 


History 

Imprisonment in the United States began in 
Massachusetts in the very latter part of the 1790's. It 
should be noted that the idea of a State supported 
prison was not taken well by the populace. It was the 
peaceful Quakers who originally conceived of a 
"penitentiary"-- a place where a criminal could live a 
solitary and frugal lifestyle, thereby allowing him the 
time to meditate on whatever crime he was convicted 
of, and to mend his ways accordingly. The Quakers 
were also intereseted in finding a better way to handle 
criminals than the methods of cruel torture which were 
more common in that age. They were well intentioned 
and realized that cruel punishment would only harden a 
criminal and make him worse than before the 
punishment. This was an advanced theory for that 
time. But as such things go, pretty soon a shoe 
manufacturer realized that the State had at its disposal 
a group of men who could be put to servitude at a very 
cheap price. The State could get a cut of the profits in 
order to pay for the upkeep of the prison. Corruption 
naturally followed. Soon, the State realized the control 
it had over the people through the threat of 
imprisonment. Since cruel punishment had been the 
way of handling convicted criminals prior to the 


penitentiary, it continued to be the state of mind of the 
keepers of the prisoners. 


Changes 

During the 1960's there began a general movement 
among prisoners to bring about changes in prison 
conditions via the Civil Rights Act of 1871. This act 
allows state officials to be sued for violating rights 
guaranteed by the federal constitution, even while 
acting “under color of state law", and it is enforced 
under the United States Code 42, Section 1893. The 
Supreme Court has granted that an inmate does not 
lose any of his/her constitutional rights except those 
which are necessarily removed in order to preserve the 
security of a prison. Since the initiation of the first 
inmate lawsuit there have been thousands of similar 
efforts to bring about improvements in what were 
incredibly barbaric prisons. 

The federal government and every state in the 
country have been under court orders to improve 
prison conditions and ensure that prisoner rights are 
maintained. The prison administrations have fought 
tooth and nail against such improvements and granting 
of rights, generally citing security reasons in defense 
of their positions. However, in most cases they have 
been unable to reasonably articulate how granting the 
rights in question would threaten the security of the 
prison. And when finally the prisoners have won their 
suits, the prison administrations do everything in their 
power to circumvent or ignore court orders and/or laws, 
statutes, constitutional dictates, and basic reason. 


Lately the courts have been dismissing prisoner 
lawsuits at a frightening rate. The dismissals are 
generally based on very flaky legal shenanigans. The 
government has used the media to provoke the 
emotions of the populace in order to make a great 
crisis out of crime and punishment. By doing so the 
State has orchestrated a masterly conspiratorial 
action which has lessened or removed the rights of the 
common citizen. A few years ago the Supreme Court 
ruled that it was legal and constitutional to search the 
lockers, wallets, handbags, and pockets of high 
school and grade school students while they were at 
school. And what did the majority of students say 
about all this? They agreed that it was a good idea! 
That if someone has nothing to hide they shouldn't 
mind the intrusion of a warrantless search. It is clear 
that the State's creation of a widespread fear of crime 
was the cause of this apathy. 





But what is the real motivation here? The planners of 
laws have learned not to make laws prior to removing 
rights. Thus they first create a false or misleading fear 
in order to get the populace to go along with the 
removal of basic constitutional rights, and only then do 


. they create a law of prohibition. After that they can 


prosecute without fear of losing cases due to 
abridgement of rights. The students obviously never 
gave an inch of thought to the possibilities of future 
prohibitions. What of the day (quickly approaching 
now) when cigarettes are prohibited by law, and a 
warrantless search will produce an arrest? Or a worse 
situation, when the student is involved in production of 
a free press zine of any type-- which may be made 
illegal eventually? Too far? No, it will happen when the 
government decides that freedom of speech can be 
curtailed to prevent terrorism. 


Myths and Facts 


We hear a lot on television shows and in movies that 
criminals get off the hook in pretrial proceedings by 
utilizing legal loopholes. This is probably the most 
misleading and false information concerning criminal 
procedures. According to the US Justice 
Department's 1985 Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics, in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1984 (the 





latest year for which statistics are available) a total of 
44,501 prosecutions were begun in US District Courts. 

Of that number, 7,022 cases were dismissed, 327 
defendants were acquitted by the courts, and 1,048 
were acquitted by juries. Obviously the courts 
acquitted far fewer defendants than juries did, belying 
the false notion that the courts are lenient and operate 
in the interest of the criminal defendant. The other 
36,104 defendants were convicted-- 31,060 gave 
pleas of guilty or arranged plea bargains of guilt, 401 
gave pleas of nolo contendre (no argument), and the 
courts convicted 969 at judge trials. Juries convicted 
3,674 defendants. Even if we distrust the Justice 
Department's figures they still hold in favor of far more 
convictions than dismissals. We can see that most 
convictions are brought about by guilty pleas or plea 
bargains, and that dismissals are rare. The fact is that 
most prosecutions, once begun, proceed to 


convictions and rarely are dismissed by the courts in 
the initial stages of the procedure. What television and 
the entertainment media as a whole have done is to 
grab onto some verifiable dismissals on reliable 
constitutional grounds and use them to foment a mass 
hysteria of fear that the courts are not doing the job of 
punishing criminal defendants. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

Then there is the other myth that criminals evade 
their punishment by filing appeals. Without quoting 
long statistics, again we will find that appeals based on 
minor technicalities are rarely granted in the prisoner's 
favor. In fact, appeals are rarely decided in the 
prisoner's favor for any reason. For an appellate court 
to dismiss or reverse a case they generally will find 
some very grievous violation of the individual's right to 
fair due process. Most retrials result in convictions 
again. 

Throughout the process the defendant is regularly 
treated worse than a convicted felon at a prison. Jails 
are notorious for their barbaric conditions even though 
we all know that a defendant is innocent until proven 
guilty in court. A defendant's punishment begins long 
before a finding of guilt in this supposedly 
due-processed country. Going through the experience 
of complete degradation and inhumanity at the hands 
of jailers, the jail prisoner quickly learns about justice, 
and prior naivete about the system is torn away 
violently. From the very first experiences of the judicial 
process, through trial, conviction, and imprisonment, 
the individual is reated as a lower form of humanity. It 
is as though there were a machine at the gate of the 
prison which sucks out of you any prior life experience, 
intelligence, education, good deeds, or reason. Prison 
officials treat you like naughty children who need a 
spanking-- but the spanking is an understatement. 


Without going into all the specifics of harsh prison 
life, of which presumably most of us are already aware, 
let us proceed to the crux of that lifestyle. 


Punishment? 

So what? So what if prisons are bad, right? Don't 
the criminals deserve what they get for their actions? 
Well, yea and nay. There are indeed a percentage of 
prisoners who have committed violent, oppressive, 
and brutal crimes. We cannot remove the sufferings of 
their victims or their rightful desire for justice and 
vengeance. But what about those victims who did not 
suffer physical harm and only had some property 
stolen? Agreed, it's still an offense, but is it as serious 
as a rape or a torture murder? Let's use some reason 
here. An intrusion on the physical personage of an 
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A Pamphlet and Some Prisoners' Responses 


The following article is a reprint of a pamphlet 
received from the Social Revolutionary 
Anarchist Federation (SRAF, PO Box 1751, 
San Francisco, California, 94101) While it lists 
some, but not all, of the contributors at the end 
of the original, it says, "the opinions expressed 
in the pamphlet are not necessarily those of any 
particular contributor", so we won't name any 
of those and let the SRAF take the 
responsibility. The authors may not have 
conceived of this as a finished product, but 
perhaps as a draft presenting some basic ideas 
for discussion. At least this is how I approached 
it. And to get the discussion rolling, I sent 
copies of it to some people who are in a position 
to consider crime and the so-called solution. The 
people I sent it to were prisoners from our 
mailing list. A few responded to my letter 
without responding to the pamphlet. A lot didn't 
respond. From the small sample of responses 
that did come, I can guess why. It didn't seem 
to impress everyone as a realistic approach to the 

"problem". Perhaps a bit too intellectual, 
without enough practical solution. But, here, for 
your own inspection, is: 


THE ANARCHIST SOLUTION TO THE 
PROBLEM OF CRIME 
(a sraf new directions series 
pamphlet) 
The first thing people want f 





that it maintain the peace and administer justice. Yet 


governments have killed more people and seized more 
goods than any private criminal ever has, and today's 
governments threaten either to wipe out humanity in a 
nuclear war or to submerge the world in a system of 
1984-style superstates. Governments and law 
enforcement actually perpetuate the conditions that breed 
crime - - poverty, racism, alienation, sexual repression. 

Even as the numbers of laws, judges, and jails increase, 

so do the rates of murder, rape, assault, robbery, 
burglary, and larceny. 


Anarchists believe that if government is abolished the 
evils it causes will disappear and the evil it supposedly 
prevents - - antisocial behavior - - will get no worse and 
may even decrease. A popular misconception of anarchy 
pictures people running amok, a complete breakdown of 
humane and sensible behavior. This is not what 
anarchists aim at, since an orgy of violence would 
immediately lead to the restoration of government. The 
basic idea of anarchism is that a peaceable, harmonious 
social system can be founded on the willingness of most 
people to work together without coercion. 

The Failure of Law 
Enforcement 


Law supposedly has four functions: 1) to establish 
the rights, privileges and powers of government and to 
regulate the economy; 2) to control private activities 
such as sex, drinking, drug-taking, and gambling, on 
the basis of moral judgements; 3) to act as an arbiter of 
disputes and an enforcer of contracts; 4) to prohibit acts 
that actually injure people. The first three kinds of law 
have little intrinsic value except to maintain many of the 
frustrations and inequities that incite crime, and the 
forbidding and punishing of antisocial acts doesn't 
prevent them or help their victims. Belief in law and 
law-enforcement diverts attention and effort from 
solutions that would deal with the cause of crime. 


The failure of law-enforcement is dramatically 
demonstrated by one criminologist's estimate that in New 
York City in 1972 there were 300,000 robberies and only 
20,000 arrests. Police sometimes prevent crimes and jails 
keep a few criminals off the streets. But this is like 
trying to cure a fever with an ice pack. Government 
officials need crime and will consciously or 
unconsciously promote it and insist that there is no 
sensible solution to the crime problem except more 
government. But each step in this direction - - each new 


law and each new bureaucratic office - - adds to the tax . 


burden and moves us closer to a society in which all of 
us are under constant surveillance and totally at the mercy 
of an all-powerful police. 

Punishment, the keystone of crime-control in this 
society, is an utter failure. Caged and degraded, the 
condemned man learns only that justice is not 
rehabilitation but retaliation. The most humane prison 
system is still based on forcibly depriving people of their 
freedom, teaching the lesson that it is permissable to use 


force to impose one's will on others. 


tend to rely informally on leadership does not make 
monarchies, oligarchies, or even republics and 
democracies inevitable. Most of the preconditions of an 
anarchist society existed in the more unsettled areas of 
North America only a century ago. To solve their 
immediate problems, people decided to surrender some of 
their freedom to a local sheriff. Only too late did they 
realize that giving up a bit of freedom is like contracting 
a little bit of cancer. The memoirs of old Western settlers 
are full of regrets for the unfettered individualism of the 
frontier. The lesson to be drawn is that freedom demands 
a certain toughness, an insistence on self-reliance and, as 
the proverb has it, eternal vigilance. 

Anarchism doesn't promise a perfect world - - only 
something better than what we've got. The abolition of 
the state won't instantly transform humanity into a race 
of kindly, enlightened creatures. But we can rely on the 


probability that, set free, people will pursue their 


interests with prudence and enough imagination to be 
able to envision long-run consequences. That could be 
and should be enough to make this a happier world. 
Libertarian Morality: The violent type of human 
being is produced by our current methods of childrearing. 
The repressive, authoritarian, coercive practices currently 
used in many families and schools are necessary only to 
condition children to live in a government-run society. 
Libertarian, free-form families and schools - - the open 
family, the Summerhill-type school, the free association 
of men, women, and children without authoritarian 
control - - will not produce the violent, twisted types so 
common in today's society. The abolition of coercive law 
will lead to a society free of sexual suppression and 


~ sexist male domination, Without the support of force. 





a < 
a graf new diréctions seres pamphlet 
Crime is as natural to our kind of coercive society as 
cirrhosis of the liver is to an alcoholic. Western 
civilization has for thousands of years inflicted on its 
children a morality that torments the mind with fear of 
punishment, frustration, self-loathing, rage. Morality 
doesn't make people behave themselves, it creates the 
inner conflicts and repressed rages that provoke crime. 
Socially sanctioned violence provides a model and often a 
justification for criminal violence. And the U.S. 
economic system, which allows most money and 
property to accumulate in the hands of a few, rewards 
financial success no matter how attained and provokes 
and punishes the poor while protecting the rich, couldn't 
be better designed to generate an ever-increasing crime 
rate, 
The Anarchist Alternative 


It may seem hard to image that civilization could 
survive without government, but it once seemed 
impossible that civilization could exist without slavery. 
Human nature, contrary to what many people believe, is 
not dangerous and in need of control. 

It is sometimes argued that since man has formed 


.governements throughout history, both government and 


its abuses are natural to humans. But the fact that people 


these forms of oppression will be unable to compete 
with more attractive ideas and ies agar As sex 
repression disappears, so will violent s 


The Nonviolent Society: Even i in 1 the best of societies 
it is to be expected that some persons will still make 


trouble. Murder. Rape. Pilfering. Attempts to defraud. 
How to deal with these do-badders? Mankind's tribes, 
clans, bands, and free communes have developed a variety 
of methods for dealing with the person who harms 
others. Nonviolent approaches include ostracism, public 
denunciation (especially effective when, as with the 
Quakers, the culprit is wept over and forgiven), payments 
by the wrongdoer to his victims, persuasion, education, 
social pressure, non-compulsory therapy, the help of 
friends and neighbors, non-collaboration, and nonviolent 
resistance. 

In the view of some anarchists, any use of force is 
coercive, and the evils anarchists are trying to overcome 
can ony be corrected by complete renunciation of force, 
but others propose a range of self-defense methods which, 
they believe, are compatible with libertarian principles. 
possible retaliation. Many anarchists accept the idea of 
local defense groups; different communities will produce 
many solutions to the problem of the defense of the 
peace of the community through free experimentation 
with any and every appropriate form. The key to every 
method is that it is to be used defensively only, against 
persons who initiate violence, Obviously, freedom is 
based on self-regulation and self-restraint. It is consistent 
with a belief in the possibility of freedom to expect 
people to limit their use of violence to defensive 
measures only. 

: Prevailing economic 
systems, whether they call themselves socialist or 
capitalist, use force to maintain state-sanctioned property 
relations. Anarchism rejects the use of state power for 
any purpose. Whatever economic arrangements, 
collectivist or free-enterprise, people make in a free 
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Well, shucks, why not one more x \ / 4, | # 5 Fall 1987 
something like, "Four anarchists-- five 
opinions." Continuing in that fine 
tradition, we are one group (if you can call 
noticed that we announced that in our last 
H ave B een Greatly "|: issue that that paper would be the last 
he (= gentle anarchist. Well, after receiving 
Minneapolis, we've had at least a 
temporary change of heart. But maybe this 

will be the last gentle anarchist... 
TOOKS PRETTY DEAD b a EF i | will find articles and information about 
ME. BUT TO HEAR SOM | a a omy: prisons & prisoners, Native American 
TO TALK, YOU'D | Aper as: eT issues, independent Soviet Peace activists, 
TIME! i z N l f | BY gentle anarchist contains news of 
| . , interest to the North American anarchist 
community (well, hopefully of interest, 
anarchist & libertarian books and 
magazines, and more of boog's ramblings 

on anarchist theory. 

Kansas at Liberty Hall Video, Exile 
Records and Tapes, J. Hood's Books, and 
the Oread Bookstorė at the Kansas Union. 
Tiny Town readers. The paper is also 
available by mail-- for a few bucks we'll 
send you the next several issues, but if 
probably send it to you anyway. Always 
absolutely free to prisoners. Distributors 
can get a stack for the cost of postage. 
we couldn't keep printing the paper 
without them. 
Correspondence to either magazine 


Ente: A RGHisT 
it a group) of anarchists with two 

Exaggerated > d - z a lot of letters and talking to a lot of 
On the outside of this paper is another 

ON INK WE'VE BEEN. F. O ES. and news & views that might be of 
anyway..), letters from our friends & 

Project 1313/ the gentle 

This issue will be available somewhere in 

you don't have any money or just don't 

Donations above the cost of printing & 

should be sent to Project 1313, PO Box 


Tiss an old saying that goes 
Repo rts O f Our D e ath | Ti om newspapers. Attentive readers may have 
people at the anarchist gathering in 
i DUNNO.-- paper called Project 1313. In it you 
DEAD A. LONG | aes i = Pa d Zs. interest to folks who live in Kansas. the 
supporters (& enemies), reviews of 
anarchist is available free in Lawrence, 
Manhattan, Kansas-- keep your eyes open, 
want to pay, drop us a line and we'll 
mailing are always appreciated, because 
1313, Lawrence, KS 66044, 


Tas for artwork & comix to Steve 
Ballew, A.D. Long, Kevin Pyle, and 4 

Thanks for photography to Scotto 
Saskill & Drake Scott. 

For articles, pamphlets, and other 
writing, thanks to Scotto Saskill, Avi 
Naftel, SRAF, & Ed Stamm. 

Thanks in general to Anna, Costas, 
and Gareth for patience & inspiration; 
Phil & Mikey for consulting, David B. for 
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The Big Questions 

F 

I hardly consider opening up the 
pages of tga to struggles over the direc- 
tion of the @ movement a "lapse in editori- 
al discretion". The reason these struggles 
so often take the form of petty squabbling 
is that our movement is so small that 
differences in politics also are manifest 
as personal differences. Until the movement 
grows beyond its current mail network 
size and level of organization the only 
thing that will prevent us from squabbling 
will be self-discipline. When we say 
"the personal is political" it doesn't 
mean that those two words don't have 
distinct meanings. All anarchists would 
do well to refrain from personal invective 
in their criticisms of other anarchists. 
Now it is true that there are people 
who describe themselves who simply aren't. 
It seems more important to me to attack 
non-anarchist ideas and not individuals. 
As our level of organization increases, 
so too will the clarity over what is 
and isn't anarchist. This clarity will 
emerge not from the dictates of General 
Secretaries but from learning lessons 
together in the process of struggle. 
In this light I think it is important 
to look at the political differences 
that the petty squabbles manifest and 
discard the personal issues for now. 
I'll try to deal briefly with what I 
see as the big questions. 

1. Organization. Some anarchists 
are opposed to all forms of organization. 
Others are willing to organize the whole 
planet into "one big union". There are 
many shades in between. I think both 
positions can be (and often are) dogmas 
not rooted in the needs and abilities 
of the people in question. Clearly some 
@ projects require organization: book 
shops, newspapers, conferences. Anti-organ- 


izational people depend on these projects — 


as we all do. AS our movement grows 
and changes, so too will the organizational 
needs. I believe it is clear that the 
current level of organization in the 
@ movement is insufficient for its size 
Literally millions of 


revolt. They will 
of the world and a sense of comunity 
wherever they can. Without massive #@ 
propaganda efforts most of these people 
will either find the comfort of some 
ideology (Leninism, Fascism, Religion) 
6c just burn out. Current @ propaganda 
is not up to the task in quantity or 
quality. Simple economies of scale tell 
us that there is some obvious benefit 


to linking geographically dispersed 
groups together to finance, produce, 
and distribute @ propaganda. Now, our 
ability to organize federations/networks 
will depend on our ability to unite 
around certain principles. It is vital 
to discuss what these should be and 
to recognize that differences will always 
exist between us but that we need to 
struggle to overcome those differences 
that divide us. I think that in the 
current context the dangers of disorganiza- 
tion in the movement far outweigh the 
dangers of overorganization simply because 
we don't have the means to overorganize. 

2. Violence/NonViolence 

Fred Majer is right in describing 
pacifism as a "... middle class ideology”. 
Gandhi, King, and most other pacifists 
come from middle class backgrounds and 
appeal to middle class constituencies. 
I believe that non-violent techniques 
are misunderstood and underutilized 
but armed struggle will probably be 
necessary if we ever 
the power of the state and capitalism. 
While the means/ends question is real 
it is important to realize that sometimes 
the immediate end of survival requires 
different means than the ultimate end 
of a non-violent society. I believe 
that the @ movement will abandon pacifism 
as it encounters the need to defend 
itself or be crushed. As a former pacifist 
I trust in the sincerity of most pacifist 
anarchists to abandon failed methods 
in the face of experience. Since we 
aren't dealing with that kind of experience 
yet I am willing to live and let live 
on this issue. 

3. Class Struggle 

We live in a class society of Owners 


Tres 


really threaten ` 





and Workers, of Rulers and ruled. Class 
society requires violence to function. 
Cops, prisons, Courts and Armies all 
serve one class against another. Because 
of differences in our experiences and 
the propaganda of the ruling class, 
the fact that we live in a class society 
is not equally recognized by all, even 
sll anarchists. This is what infuriates 
people like Fred Majer and Chaz Bufe 
when they encounter calls for nonviolence. 
By refusing to recognize the existence 


of class struggle many anarchists are 
refusing to recognize who the state 
serves. They thus contr Tribute to the 


obfuscation of this question by the 
ruling class itself. Ruling class ideology 
has crept into all of us. It is a force 
of death that can only be fought by 
embracing the life struggle of the class 
of the oppressed. Understanding what 
this ,means is a process and we need 
to respect those who are at different 
places in that process. We must however 
commit ourselves to a side in the class 
struggle because those are the lines 
that have been drawn by the needs of 
the people. Anarchism includes more 
than just class struggle but without 
it anarchism is just a parlour game 
of privileged youth; a good idea but 
with no force to put it into practice. 
The idea of a stateless struggle is 
a nice car without a motor, something 
to talk about that never goes anywhere. 

I have plenty of differences with 
Fred Majer and Chaz Bufe but I think 
they have correctly identified some 
problems in the @ movement. We need 
to discuss these problems at a level 
other than personal trashing if we hope 
to solve them. I hope that those disagree 
with us will show the courage you have 
shom in taking up these questions. 
I don't doubt that I will be found wanting 
3 my San ae in some area or another. 


fuckin shit pricks too. I believe this 
is the last word on French people. 

Steeling subway rides: I made up 
a song that is sung to the tune “Riding 
on the Metro", remember that chik hit? 
I can't do it now. 
on command, but it went something like--—> 

So, Boog, I was going on about 
the French and this dude comes up and 
asks me have I seen his friends, uhhh. 
And then he tosses down a rolling paper 
and a few chuncks of hash. Asks me if 
I can roll and splits to search the 
square for his friends. When he found 
them he invited me over. One guy that 
spoke a little a real little english 
let me in on what was going on. Spent 
2, well actually more like one I see 
on a clock with this constantly changing 
group of punk, meatle, hippy, um that 
is groovy hangout-stoners doing whats 
on their mind, drinking bottles and 
smoking spiefs. I'm stoned the rain that 
caused to stand around in the subway, 
is over. The square is drippy and shiny 
and there is still barely a rainbow 
over by the steeple (You should have 
seen it when I decided I had to sit 
right down on this wet stone seat thing 
and write this!) 

Hanging out with those dudes is 
a lot like ripping off the Metro, a 
simple pleasure in a foreign land that 
makes you feel right at home, for a while. 

See vou around Boog. 


Lyon 
P.S. I got into a work camp in Poland 
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B unnecessary giare of the 
issues. 


In solidarity, 
Chris 





Stranger 
in a Strange Land 


Bear Doog, 

This is me Frank sitting in a tourest 
center Lyon France. 

When you go to France some one 


will treat you like home made shit. 
I have been treated like home made shit, 
oh about 10 or 15 or 20 times in a week. 
Last night, at a bar however it was 
as if I was a big gooy pizza from Blondies* 
("obscure reference to Berkeley Ca.) 
All the way from Blondies. Once today 
I was treated like an ice cream cone 
passing under someone's nose, but hot 
touching it. Several times today I was 
treated like a nice smell. Sometimes 
French people will treat you like fluffy 
pillow. I've met some really god-awful 





Good Riddance 


Hey, Boog 
Suggest you rename any new effort 
"Turn the Other Cheek". Glad to see 
the Gentle @ fold. 
Fred 
Chicago 


Anarchy in Action 


Maar Boog, 

»»» Ann Arbor was quite a let down 
after Minneapolis. Strange not being 
around droves of anarchists. And for 
a while I've been in the doldrums— 
not being motivated and feeling a real 
lack of community. However, today seems 
to be some turning point. My mind is 
turning and crawling around a bit. And 
next Saturday we're having an @ picnic. 
And the most exciting news of all is 
that some are organizing a squat to 
create a community center. However the 
building is not that abandoned not 
occupied, but up for sale-- so we'll 
probably last a day or two (?). But 
even to have that glimmer of people 
directly taking back- our lives and environs 
Will be good. That spark of libertarian 
action is offly dim in this town 

Also, while cooking dem burritos 
and burgers today-- I began pondering 
the idea of organizing food buying clubs 
in neighborhoods. Go door to door and 
find out what foods people use and then 
try to get a big bulk order from the 
cooperative warehouse in town. Emphasizing 
the whole time that it is a way to develop 
real neighborhoods and to reduce dependence 
on the capitalists who control our lives. 
I quess I'm searching for a way to actually 





I can never preform ` 


I think they've missed 
‘their discussion of a healthy economy. _ 


materially change people's lives in 
a libertarian, empowering way... The 
situationists talk of everyday life 


but their language is so intellectual. 
I think we need to deal with our daily 
lives in a way that isn't charity or 
vanguardy (listen to us, we know). I'm 
quite talky today, aren't IF... 

(at this second, really beautiful 
rainbows are coming in through the crystal 
windows) 


love & anarchy, 
inot like the movie) 
dave b. 

Ann Arbor, MI 


A Healthy Economy? 
hace review in Factsheet Five #21 of 


a gentle anarchist > anarchist contained 
the following comment : Unfortunately, 
something in 


by not questioning whether a long-term 
economy is even possible." I asked the 
editor to explain & expound on this 
idea, and here's what he said:) 


Boog, anit 

My own views on a healthy economy? 
e«-I'm not sure I buy the “less is more" 
message that you seemed to be trying 
to get across. In the longest term view, 
even an ecologically-sound, steady-state 
economy won't work-- the sun will burn 
out, along with the rest of the stars, 
reserves from the black holes won't 
keep us going forever. So it comes down 
to, I suppose, which system will keep 
us going for the longest time period. 
Except that's not the whole answer either-- 
the quality of life is an important 
factor, not to be blindly overridden 
by the quantity of life. 

I guess maybe the problem is that 
we're stuck in a finite system, and 
I don't see human nature as allowing 
us to draw the line somewhere and say 
"OK, enough is enough, let's go for 
zero population growth now" People 
won't stand for it, even if " they can 
see it will be better all around for 
everyone to have less kids. And somehow, 
as an anarchist, I can't get too excited 
about the possibility of future birth 
control being coercive, even to save 
the economy for unborn generations. 

So while I do think it would make 
sense to pull back from the mad spiral 
of Consume-consume—consume , I doubt 
that we'll be able to do without a collapse 
sooner or later, and i'm cynical enough 
about human nature to believe that it 
will be seoner—- probably in my lifetime. 
It won't be the end of the world, and 
eventually the whole mess will get started 
again. At least I think that's one of 
the lessons we learn from history. 

Of course as an anarchist I also 
believe strongly in the relative perfecti- 
bility of mankind, so maybe our descendents 
will manage to opt out of the game somehow. 
But if so, I don't think they'll be 
enough like me for me to understand. 

Sorry to hear that GENTLE ANARCHIST 
is on its way out. I'll try to print 
an obituary in the next FF if I remember. 
It's late and I'm getting too tired 
to type much more... 

Later, 
Mike 
Rensselaer, NY 
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Fall 1987 


the gentle anarchist 


No More Slogans! 
No More Slogans! 


Ed Slyboots and Boog Highberger, 

Sorry to hear TGA is no more. It 
had what seemed a good editorial policy. 
I look forward to seeing Project 1313. 

To answer your question, "...i5 
there -something you'd like to see in 
it?": The primary task remains how to 
reach the millions with the idea that 
they can—- and must-- build a truly 
libertarian society. There is a definite 
need for a magazine dedicated to the 
study of that problem—- that selects 
its articles for the understanding they 
can add to the problem of reaching the 
multitudes. 

Many alternate publications are 
only discussions of atheism, vegetarianism, 
animalism, sexism, racism, pornism, 
feminism, smashism, or just plain name 
calling. Repeating the standard arguments 
for these issues is much easier than 
addressing the difficult problem of 
how to communicate with the unaware. 

The printing of letters sent in 
by readers needs to be treated with 
caution. There are irresponsible people 
who will use a letter section to throw 
insults at other people. The insulted 
party has to respond and much good space 
is wasted in airing pointless quarrels. 
Also to be considered is that fascistic 
forces will plant "letters" to stir 
up discord-- a sort of Jletters-agents- 
provacateurs. 

Slogans can be a trap. How many 
people who repeat the "Smash the State" 
slogan really understand that only a 
state is powerful enough to smash a 
state? What the "Smash the State” slogan 
really advocates is the building of 
a new state to smash the old one— hardly 
an anarchist ambition. And how many 
realize this slogan can put handles 
on them by giving the state a convenient 
excuse for charging them with conspiracy 
against the state? This is the same 
conspiracy law that is now being trotted 


out for possible use against the Contra- 
gaters. It is much easier to print slogane 
than to ij e into the basic problem—- 
how to develop an intelligent understanding 
among the many. 

I responded to your request on 
behalf of Avi Naftel and wrote the letters 
you suggested. But what is really needed 
is a discussion of how such immature 
and impulsive behavior as that exhibited 
by Naftel can only lead to arrest, incar- 
ceration and the passing of more repressive 
legislation. Such a discussion should 
clarify the understanding that anarchists 
do not take hostages of any kind. It 
should help to understand just how destruc- 
tive to the anarchist cause such irrational 
behavior really is. Needed is an inquiry 
into how and why some people never mature 
beyond compulsive and self-defeating 
behavior. 

Good luck with your new publication. 
May it become a journal of serious inguiry- 
a true journal of liberation. 

For Freedom, 
Lynn 
Valparaiso, IN 


Project Road Trip 


Boog, 

eee Last weekend and this weekend 
have showed me that people I thought 
didn't exist anymore DO! I didn't think 
strangers on the road in the eighties 


would find much besides loneliness... 
and violence. What a nice thing to be 
wrong about! 


The jack is for Project 1313 (or 
project rent or project food or whatever 
else)—- don't give me a hard time over 
it. Next summer and many after that 
(hopefully) I'll be back to bumming 
off everyone else again, so this is 
just some "karma" money that'll go around 
and come around... 

Rob 
Detroit 


(Rob gave us a hundred bucks that we 


used for project mailing permit and 
project stamps. We couldn't have gotten 
this paper out without his generosity. 
Thanks, Rob. —-us | 





Revolution of Desire 
Not Duty 


Dear 


Boog, 

Was really happy to hear from you 
on the fate of my sign (see below)— 
I was most heart-broken not to find 
it at the store after getting out of 
jail. My arm is in a cast-- fractured 


. in 2 spots due to cop brutality. via 


you see the arrest on TV or in actuality? 
I wanna sue the dogs. 

I went to the 
and came back sick... 
hardships. 


rainbow gathering 
travel has its 
I really loved the gathering 
(MPLS). The War Chest Tour was the most 
meaningful demo I've attended. It was 
s0 festive and I was exstatic. My respect 
for punks has quadrupled even though 
I still hate their music and black clothes. 
I was selling SMILE at the "Art Fair 
on the Square" at the Capital today. 
My slogan-- "the only art worth creating 
is your own life"! (if only I lived 


what I preach!) 
Arrivaderci! 
Drake 
Mad City, WI 
Fellow Traveller 
Dear boog, 


I enjoyed the first ish of Project 
1313/ last ish of tga... I agree 100% 
with your assessment of the "gentle 
anarchist" Jlabel-- I'm an example of 
one such fellow traveller but non-@-ist 
attracted by the name. That may or may 
not serve your purpose, but I'm sentiment- 
ally sorry to see the name go. 

Hope things are going well. Take care. 

Herb 


Galveston, TX 


The GA is Dead! 
Long Live Project 1313! 


eee ar Boog, 


The GA is dead-- long live Project 
1313. Enclosed is some bucks to help 
out a little. Good Luck! 

Best, 
Crazy Al 
Farmingdale, NJ 


A Few eae Reviews + 


EMS 

PO Box 12504 
Raleigh, NC 27605 
($1 postpaid) 


This is a very interesting magazine out of North 
Carolina. It contains some pretty good writing: 
poetry, bizarre interviews (#14 had an 
unsympathetic interview with Glenn Miller, "a 
dangerous man, leader of the former White Patriot's 
Party"; also, one with Bob Black, "an adult 
hyperactive child", "a lost boy", maybe you've read 
his writings somewhere). EMS has had an ongoing 
battle with the Postal Service, because the full 
name is Eat My Shit isn't an appropriate word to 
have on an envelope to send in the mail. Some of 
the letters and articles generated by this aspect of 
the magazine are interesting enough to be lessons 
in anti-authoritarianism. 


BOAR:Bevy Of Anarcho- 

Feminists 

c/o K. Jackson 

P.0. Bou 988 

Station DesJardins 

Montreal, Quebec 

H5B 1C1, CANADA 

(BOA doesn't give a suggested retail price, but | 
think the magazine is well worth sending $5 or 


more. Checks and money orders can be made out 
to "Youth Information Network") 


A very good magazine. BOA has much to say to 
wimmin in Montreal , Toronto, Vancouver, (where to 
get many kinds of help and things) , Canada (a lot of 


discussion about the Welfare system there, and | 


how it grinds down the women that have to depend 


on it, an article about Rene (a woman working as a 


` prostitute); North America ( there's a reprint of an 


an article by Kate Austin, 1864-1902, "radical feminist 





called "I am going to tell you about my mother" 
written by a Feminist-anarchist in Italy before WW 1) 
Also, cartoons, photos, and a bibliography. 


Reality Now 

PO Bou 6326 Stn A, 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5Sw 1P7, Canada 

($7 for 4 issues, free to prisoners, $2 for 1 sample 
issue or 

$3 for two samples ) 


This magazine focuses on resistance as well as 
on building the networks between activists. The 
staff and associates started the Toronto Anarchist 
Black Cross, which does support work for various 
prisoners, anarchist and otherwise. The paper is 
chock full of information concerning prisoner 
support work, which is sometimes hard to find 
anywhere else. Also, there is a heavy emphasis on 
protecting the environment, and solidarity with 
Native American resistance. 


KIO: Kick It Over 

PO Box 5811, Stn A, 
Toronto, Ontario 

M5W 1P2, Canada 

(They ask $7.50 for six issues) 


This is a good tabloid magazine, with a heavy 
emphasis on native cultures, women's power, and 
art. #18 (Spring '87) is the "“Anarcha-Feminism" 
issue. It has: an interview with Lizzie Borden, New 
York filmmaker; notes from the Womyn's Peace 
Camp at the U.S. Air Force Base at Greenham 
Common, England; Women in India; an article by a 


hist Ozark housewife"), the World (an article Resistance" issue. It has: an article 


the gentle anarchist 


Senegalese woman condemning sexual mutilation; 
a good book review page and an extensive letters 


page. # 19 (Summer '87) is the peat ot. 





definition of cultures of resistance; RANS (Art 
Solomon of the Canadian Alliance in Solidarity with 
Native American People; Ellyn Litvak, founder of 
the Puzzle Factory Theatre Troupe); an article on 
Japanese women; Animal Liberation stuff, poetry, 
drawings, letters. This paper has been going for a 
while, and it looks like they've got enough ideas to 
keep on going for a while more. 


instead of @ Magazine 

PO Box 433 

Willimantic, CT 06226 

($1.50 for a sample copy, $6.50 for 4 issues) 


Published by the Lysander Spooner Society. 
The production on this magazine is a little funky, but 
it's always filled with lots of interesting ideas and 
lively discussion. The writing is mostly from an 
individualist anarchist perspective, but the dialogue 
covers the whole spectrum of libertarian thinking. 
Each issue has a theme (the latest, issue #42, was 
on Television) but each issue also touches on a 
number of ongoing topics, usually including Belfast 
anarchists, Taoism and anarchism, and prisons. 

And speaking of television... 


Black Star 

PO Box 3506 

Tucson, AZ 85722 

($1.25 per issue, or $5 for a year) 


Good book reviews. A letters page. News blurbs. 
Some revealing bits on life in Arizona. And record 
reviews, of all things! 
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What is MONEY? 
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"| dont know what money is today, and | don't think i it Mo ic Mi : sa: 
* anybody at the Fed does either.” Money IS Inequality . | ney IS Midas s 
ez Richard Pratt, John Locke thought that money ar before society, — Like King Midas, money turns everything it touches to “™* 
bee eee and that by its 2 poopie Dave aonled i0 ca: gold, or at least into commodities that can be exchanged #23 
x fe e K, society: for gold. Unique living beings become standardized things. : i 
3 Á ee ee RE A L ese gee ea renee Oe reese tet mene ae ae pe ae | 
Tag l it is plain, that Men have agreed to disproportionate and i - i í er ) sli > 
Şap EnonatsaIk T RILAR HK GAL ITAVTISATAIRASIAFESS j unequal Possession of the Earth, they having by.a tacit and $ 3 Trade is the reduction and quantification of the world isezes 
3 i voluntary consent found out a way, how a man may fairly § | a° to commodity equivalents, the leveller of quality, RIE a eee 

Money is inevitable possess more land than he himself can use the product of, and concrete labor to numerical units that can be 

cea ‘ite oe by receiving in exchange for the overplus, Gold and Silver, $ measured by time and money, clocks and gold.” Bo 

n uoy is not an accident. Neither was it the which may be hoarded up without injury to any one, these i ? Murray Bookchin Bide Bs 
invention” of some particularly progressive culture or metalls not spoiling or decaying in the hands of the pos- # Ei HHG 
clever individual. Money in various forms has arisen sessor. This partage of things, in an inequality of private $ S bzzzvzzzzzzgz%yy2g2 JJJ 22555355. 
independently, in different ages and on every continent, possessions, men have made practicable out of the bounds ee: And as money itself becomes more abstract and ss 


wherever the local economy has evolved beyond the level 
of subsistence. Wherever there is surplus, trade 
inevitably follows, and primitive barter economies 





The Soviet Union is the only country in the world 
| where counterfeiting is a capital offense (so to speak) . ” 
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PEN ; Chrematophobia: Fear of Money. 


of Societie, and without compact, only by putting a value 
on gold and silver and tacitly agreeing in the use of Money 
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divorced from concrete reality, so do the society and 
people that use it. As Simmel puts it, "The increasing 
replacement of metal money by paper money and the 


gate and the secret name of the gatekeeper. Today 
everyone and everything has the same secret name: 
MONEY. 


15Ve— 
Pie — 


progress almost inevitably to money economies, as Georg Simmel, writing two hundred years later, was various forms of credit unavoidably react upon the =| 
certain articles of recognized usefulness slowly come to not nearly so naive about the nature of money and | character of money-- in roughly the same way as in we 
symbolize wealth and are accepted at a fixed value. In an society. Simmel recognized that money is “entirely a ; personal relations when somebody allows himself to be * 
area where cattle are the common form of wealth, money social institution", and said that "When barter is replaced | represented by others, so that finally he receives no = 
is born when a cow comes to have the value of 1 cow, - by money transactions, a third factor is introduced greater esteem than is accorded his representatives... 
regardless of its size, weight, health, or other physical @ between the two parties: the community as a whole, The idea that life is essentially based on intellect, and S 
characteristics. From there the process of abstraction Și which provides a real value corresponding to money." ; that intellect is accepted in practical life as the most = 
ie ao a aT 6 Heed = 3 Those who become "rich" are those who manage to Valuable of our mental energies, goes hand in hand with i 
| te e es WAS 7 | monopolize big chunks of the social wealth for their own the growth of a money economy.” = 
symbolizing value in general, and on down to our own day ends. Far from being a tacit agreement, this is done l ; | | re 
wies sao le bomboli W marks oh bager and the aes z Jin i ie [elites TL +tt+l Lith LILIt Lith _Litttere lt i lin 
Sa y : i papa despite the sometimes violent resistance of those whose : BS 
magnetic configurations of silicon wafers. share of the social wealth is being taken away. | Je lA 7 7 
And the inevitability of money is clear even in the The division of labor in aca depends on a money Money Is What Money Does te 
present day. Wherever national governments have economy. And so does capitalism. It's very hard to Featured on the back of the Swiss 1000-franc note, +: 
attempted to impose worthless currencies as the means extract surplus value in a system based on barter : the highest valued item of currency in regular circulation E 
' of exchange, black markets dealing in "hard" currencies exchange. The growth of the state has gone hand in hand in the world, is a figure of the Grim Reaper. te 
have arisen. This phenomenon perhaps reached the peak | with the growth of the money economy-- the emerging ga 
of absurdity in the 1970's in Communist Laos, where the nation-states imposed taxes payable only in money, = 22 & = RA . o 28 ov iTi k 
official money of the country was the "kip", but the only replacing taxes payable in kind and driving more and : M I S 
money accepted by the Laotian government was the US 3 more people into alienated labor and the money economy. oney S : 
dollar. Like S. Herbert Frankel says, "a trustworthy, disciplined the Secret Name of All Things ‘e 
|. . arse pass g027"" og os sesgegses sssegsg Monetary system is indispensable for the free unfolding . $ Fe fom 
Se ese bd oer E tit of the extended division of labor on which the growth of | in many ancient- cultures, 10, KNOW i08 Mare A 
N #2® world economies depends... A reliable standard in which ; something was to control it, to have power over it, In thee 
: a H Zr- $ long-term debts can be expressed is indispensable for the Christian Bible, Adam is given authority over the $ 
A zs =<*% growth of capital." ; animals of the world when God allows him to name them. 4 
BN EM So capitalists didn't invent money... but perhaps we į In the underworld of the ancient Egyptians, the dead ie g 
TANS -gg can say that money invented capitalism. For once money : to pass through a series of gates to reach the Kingdom oF -° 
| R 3 has been born into the world it quickly begins to recreate * Osiris, the Land of the Blessed. The key to passing i$ 
2 the world in its own image. through each gate was to know the secret name of the œ 
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Money Is White Sugar 


"What we call the primitive is a mature system with 
deep capacities for stability and protection built into it. 
In fact it seems to be able to withstand everything 
except white sugar and the money economy trading 
relationship; and alcohol, kerosene, nails, and 
matches.” 
Gary Snyder 
Money is electricity: power stripped from its context 
and refined to its purest form. We have created elaborate 
networks for its circulation. We have devised ingenious 
instruments and mechanisms to let it do our work for us. 
It jumps through hoops at our command but it is no longer 
clear who is the master... 
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Money Is A Pyramid Scheme 

It's highly appropriate that there's a picture of a 
pyramid on the back of the US dollar bill, because money 
is the original pyramid scheme. 

Here's how it works: You go to work to help make 
something for the boss. At the end of the week you get a 
few pieces of paper that are a promise that somebody 
else will give you some stuff you want. So you worked all 
week for the promise of a promise. 

But where did the boss get the money to pay you? 
Well, either he sold the stuff that you had already made 
for him (and pocketed his share), or he "borrowed" it. 
And where did this "borrowed" money come from? From 


a bank. And where did the bank get it? From somebody , 


like you, who had some money to save, who wanted to 
wait a while to cash in their promises. So the bank gives 
the money to the boss, who gives it back to you. And all 
this works just fine, most of the time. The only problem 
is when everyone wanis to cash in their promises all at 
once and they find out there are more promises than 
stuff. Every pyramid scheme eventually crashes, and 
when a pyramid scheme crashes somebody always gets 
burned. Guess who? 
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Money Is Shit 


Freudian psychoanalysts equate money and feces. 
Ernest Bornemann says that "according to ancient 
Babylonian doctrine, gold was referred to as the ‘feces of 
hell’, and Theodor Reik mentions that the Aztecs used to 
call gold the ‘feces of the gods’." Freudians also make a 
connection between money and guilt. Again according .to 
Bornemann, “capital! accumulation and indebtedness are 
as closely related as feces accumulation and feelings of 
guilt." Unfortunately Bornemann uses this sound base of 
symbolic insight as a jumping off point for some painfully 
goofy flights of imagination, as when he speculates that 
"there is no reason to assume that a desire for the 
private ownership of the means of production would have 
to persist in a socialist society with appropriate weaning 
and toilet training.” 


"Money is like muck, not good except it be spread,” 
Francis Bacon 


The phrase "money doesn't smell” was coined by the 
Roman Emperor Vespasian who had taxed the collection of 
urine because the ammonia it contained was used by the 
Romans to do their laundry. The Roman Emperor Tiberius 
feared that he was made of feces, and forbade Romans to 


©. enter public toilets with rings or gold coins showing his 


O 


portrait. 
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Money Is A Disease 


A 1972 report in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association found 21 different disease-causing 
microorganisms living on samples of paper money. 42% 
of the bills tested carried one or more of the pathogens. 


In medieval Russia, there existed silver coins so 
small that it was impossible to take them by hand from a 
table. When transactions took place, the buyer emptied 
his purse on the table, the amount to be paid was 
separated out, and both parties then picked up their share 
of the coins with their tongues and spat them into their 
ere purses. 
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Money Is Freedom, 
Money is Slavery; 
Money Is Community, /s#222{005 tag) 

Money Is Alienation SET PNAN 


Yeah, and money is a paradox... What money ed on 
one level it takes away on another. Money frees us to 
realize our wildest desires-- money is pure choice-- but 
at the same time it binds us to a system of wage slavery 
in which we have to sell our time to survive. Money 
strengthens our connections to our fellow human by tying 
us into a system of production that makes us all mutually 
dependent... but at the same time it cheapens and 
destroys even the most intimate of our interpersonal 
relations by reducing them to the level of commodity 
exchanges. 


Locke celebrated the fact that "money... replaced the 
utter dependence on nature by a new dependence, a 
dependence on other individuals and on society." Locke 
looked forward to the promise of such freedom with an 
optimism that seems naive from our jaded 20th century 
perspective. As Frankel explains it: "Today we have 
more freedom but are unabie to enjoy it properly; money 
makes it possible to buy ourselves not only out of bonds 
with others but even out of bonds with our possessions. 
We develop a rootless search for ever new things 
because money is our only nexus with them. Money's 
abstract power to command anything ultimately seems to 
command nothing.” 

And again with the paradoxes: while money as an 
institution may threaten our freedom and our sanity, i 


222g“ 


the short run certain forms of money work greatly in our 
favor. In particular, banknotes and metal money are a 
protection against the people who want to monitor our 
every motion. Consider this serious proposal from a 
lawyer who had a friend whose wallet had just been 
ripped off: 


ABOLISH PAPER MONEY AND ELIMINATE MOST CRIME 


Paper currency is the lifeblood of crime and corruption in the 
United States. Without paper money it would be virtually im- 
possible for criminals and corrupt officials to profit from illegal 
activities. If all substantial transfers of money were recorded in 
bank transactions, nobody could conduct profitable illegal ac- 
tivities without creating highly visible permanent evidence of 
the illegal activities or of income tax evasion or both. With the 


„chances of profit from illegal activities so slim. it is difficult to 


visualize large numbers of persons running the risks of im- 
prisonment. Crime would be reduced dramatically to the point 
where today's police forces could effectively control it. For- 
tunately, technology has advanced to the point that today 
there is a substitute for paper money: a ‘payment card’ system 
keyed to bank accounts. 

Each person wishing to spend money other than coins, 
which would remain in circulation, would be required to have a 
bank account. The bank or federal government would issue to 
each depositor a U.S. payment card similar to plastic credit 
cards. In addition to the necessary codings, each card would 
contain the photograph and fingerprint of the depositor. . . 
Every business establishment, including taxicabs. would be 
equipped with a terminal in which the payment card could be 
inserted. . .(and) make a visual display of the charge so that 
the customer could see the exact amount being deducted from 
his bank account. . . In the event the customer did not have 
the amount in his account the terminal would so indicate. . 
@]<hS bv OSESSs FRAN E ray 
© Brave New World that has such people in it 
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Money Is Faith, Money Is Power 
Non aes sed fides: not by iron but by faith. This 


inscription formerly found on Maltese coins sums up a 
very important truth about money: that the value of 
every kind of money, including metal money, rests on 
trust. Money cannot be enforced, and money is accepted 
only when people believe that they will be able to 
exchange it for a certain amount of real stuff at some 
point in the future. 


This is perhaps an important point to remember in 
times of impending economic crisis. In the face of short 
term economic upheaval, conservatives are correct to 
insist on accepting only gold and silver as "real" money, 
since they are relatively rare and can't be manufactured 
out of common materials by the government. But 
ultimately the value of gold and silver as money rests on 
faith and trust in the future, just like paper currency 

does. When the real crunch finally comes, it may be 
4f useful to remember that there are more calories in paper 
than in silver or gold. 


And here we come to yet another of the paradoxes of 
money: while money depends on trust at the personal 
level, that trust ultimately depends on the power of the 
issuing authority. Our currency is backed not by the gold 
in Fort Knox but by the guns in Fort Knox. The value of 
money, whether gold or paper, ultimately rests on faith, 
and the value of the US dollar rests on the faith that the 
US domination of the world economy is backed by the US 
Army, Air Force, and Marines. 


For several hundred years economists have 
recognized that our money has value "to the extent of our 
faith in a viable tomorrow." Thus it seems surprising 
that no economist has drawn a connection between the 
dawn of the nuclear era and the chronic inflation that has 
characterized the post-war economies of the industrial 
nations. Perhaps this can also help explain the willingness 
of both liberals and conservatives in this country to rack 
up huge federal deficits-- what's so bad about stealing 
from. tomorrow when there's not going to be a 
tomorrow? 
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Money Is Information 


Money is information-- the only problem is that it's 
not very much information. Money talks, but it doesn't 
say much. In the wonderful world of capitalism, 
everything-- and everygne-- has a price, and that price 
is the only information that matters in. the marketplace. 
For the market place to work, reality has to be simplified 
and standardized. As our everyday life becomes more and 
more characterized by exchanges, by buying and selling, 
many of the facts and observations about the objects in 
our lives become irrelevant and are no longer valued. 
Commodities have no history. There are no tenses in the 
language of money-- prices are always now. 


Interest rates, stock prices, and commodity index 
futures all provide information about the economy and 
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continued from page tga-5 

society's resources. But as with prices, lots of 
information is lost in the translation of daily life into 
economic indicators. Countless facts about millions of 
people doing millions of different things get reduced to a 
few bits of data which are interpreted by economists like 
Chinese mystics prophesying from the pattern of | Ching 
sticks-- all economics is voodoo economics. Through 
their interpretation of the magic signs, the best 
allocation of economic resources is determined-- but best 
for who? Priests who prophesy against their masters 
usually don't have much job security... 

This development is an inevitable consequence of the 
increasing abstraction of money. When money becomes 
intellectualized, intellectuals control money and the 
economy. And, as always, the intellectuals are controlled 
by the governments and corporations that sign their 
paychecks. 

And thus the productive forces of a society are 
organized to maintain the existing power relations of that 
society. Simmel again: "Money is thus one of the great 
cultural elements whose function it is to assemble great 
forces at a single point and so to overcome the passive 
and active opposition... by this concentration of energies. 
We should think of the machine in this context." 

Weicome to the machine... 


Money Never Sleeps 
The speed of electricity approaches that of the speed 


of light, and today the speed of money is the speed of 
electricity. Every day billions of “dollars” race the sun 








around the globe. as one financial market closes, the 


dollars rush on to the next so that not a moment is 
wasted. 


“Knowledge - Zzzzzp! Money - Zzzzzp! - Power! 
That's the cycle democracy is built on!" 
Tennessee Williams 


What Can | Do? 


Raoul Vaneigem says that "a truly new reality can 
only be based on the principle of the gift." And many 
anarchists have argued the need for the abolition of 
money. But history has shown that money cannot be 
abolished before people's need for money has been 
abolished. Until we have created a society of the gift that 
is no longer built on a system of commodity exchanges, 
money will be necessary or perhaps even desirable. So 
what we need are some practical short term strategies 
that will move us in the direction of the type of society 
we want to see, and at the same time we need to create 
new monetary institutions that will reduce some of the 
more destructive effects of money in the meantime. 





Burning money is always good theater, but until we 
have provided ourselves with a permanent non-money 
means of sustenance, doing very much of it will be 
counterproductive. Removing as much of our daily lives 
from the arena of commodity exchange seems important, 
since that's how the new reality will be created-- by 
individuals consciously removing themselves from the 
old, destructive system. So freely giving and receiving 
as much as possible seems like a step in the right 
direction. 





And while money is still with us, we need to place 
limits on the money we use. Instead of passively 
accepting ever expanding and accelerating forms of 
money like they were divinely commanded by some 
all-powerful god, we need to raise the awareness that 
money is essentially a social relationship and as such we 
have the right to collectively determine the nature of 
that relationship. 


Some anarchists in the past have argued for placing 
time limits on money, such as issuing money that expires 
and has no value after a certain date. What seems more 
practical is to create new forms of money that are 
spatially limited-- regional, decentralized currencies 
only good in a specified area. This may seem impractical, 
too, but experiments like this have worked in the past, 
and one such project is in progress right now in the 
United States. 

Part of the benefit of regional or local currency 
comes from the fact that a banknote assentially 
represents an interest-free loan to the central 
government. In the Isle of Man in the early 1800's, 
citizens there replaced all the English money on the island 
with their own local currency, invested the English 
money, and in a few years had earned enough interest to 
finance the construction of a new public hall. 


In the Berkshires area of Massachusetts, the SHARE 
(Self Help Association for a Regional Economy) program 
is currently making loans that encourage greater regional 
self-sufficiency in the production of basic necessities, 
and plans to soon issue a regional currency called 
“Berkshares", with a value based on the value of 





cordwood. Berkshares are designed to meet the criteria _ 


for an appropriately scaled currency proposed by Robert 
Swann of the E.F. Schumacher Society. Swann says that 
the new local currencies should be: 1) consistent with 
customary practices (i.e. taking the form of cash and 
checks and being compatible with common accounting 
systems); 2) redeemable in some form of real everyday 
value; 3) based on local production but tied to a universal 
measure of value; and 4) controlled by the community, 
perhaps through a non-profit bank. It's too early to 
evaluate the success of the Berkshares program, but in 
its first stages it seems to be a short but firm step in the 
direction of local autonomy. 


Closing Benediction and Words 
of Inspiration 


Capitalists understand far better than the rest of us 
what money goes, but with rare exceptions they seem to 


have little idea about what money js. It's the same with 
computers-- often the best programmers have little idea 
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of how their machines are built. And Beethoven didn't 
need to know how to make pianos. 

But here is where our opportunity lies. Only those 
who understand their tools can really control them (what 
happens to Beethoven when his piano is broken?), and 
only if we understand the tools that are used to control 


us can we fight back effectively. So, by coming to 
understand the reality behind the shell game & light show 
of the current world economic system, perhaps we can 
learn to build the hardware for a new way of organizing 
our productive activities that will build community 
instead of destroying it and will empower us as 
individuals rather than enslaving us and reducing us to 
cogs in an incomprehensible and uncontrollable machine. 


boog 


"Go out and fight so life shouldn't be printed on 
dollar bills." 


Clifford Odets 





And So, For Further Reading 
Regional Currencies 


For a packet of information on the SHARE program, 
write to SHARE, PO Box 125, Great Barrington, MA 
01230. For a copy of the Robert Swann paper 
“Community Survival in the Age of Inflation” (which lays 
out the ideas behind the Berkshares program) send a buck 
or two to the E.F. Schumacher Society, Box 76, RD 3, 
Great Barrington, MA 01230. 


Some Books About Money 
The Brotherhood of Money, Murray Teigh Bloom, 
BNR Press, 1983 


_ The Psychoanalysis of Money, Ernest Bornemann, 


Urizen Books, 1976 
Money and Liberty, S. Herbert Frankel, 
American Enterprise Institute, 1980 
The Phenomenon of Money, 


Money and How It Gets That Way, Henry Miller 


And For The Intellectual Masochists 
Among Us 
The Philosophy of Money, Georg Simmel, 

Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1978 
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This is a "Boots buck". It was first distributed at the dedication of the"Boots" Adams Alumni Center on the 


campus of Phillips 66 University in Lawrence, Kansas. 
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GERMANY 
“Children's Farm" Destroyed 

On March 26 of this year police forcibly evicted 200 
squatters from the "children's farm" in the Kreuzberg 
district of Berlin. The farm had been started by a group of 
young people in 1981 on a neglected piece of land near 
the Berlin Wall. They planted it and procured animals for 
the project. The farm was later "legalised" and in 1984 
even received a small state grant. 

However, in 1986 the Kreuzberg community 
parliament unanimously voted to raze the farm site and 
build there a day-nursery with spaces for 70 children. 
This happened despite the fact that other sites were 
available and also despite the fact that the "Alternative 
List” (the Green party in Berlin) holds 25% of the seats 
in the community parliament. One Alternative List 
member even went so far as to say that if the building of 
the nursery on the farm site was “violently hindered", 
then “the police will be for the first time in Kreuzberg on 
the right side.“ According to Resistance News from 
Germany, “this struggle is about a self-determined 
project, a liberated territory for kids," a result of the 
widely held view that "kids ought to be educated under 
state supervision." 

The Alternative List members later demanded that the 
building of the nursery be halted, but only after the 
“children's farm" had been destroyed. 


Kreuzberg Riots 


On May Day 1987 riots shook the Kreuzberg district. a 


of Berlin, a ghetto area of the city sitting in the : 


of the Berlin wall. Riots are not all that cree tt in Lo ; 


Kreuzberg, where 1 in 10 people live on social security 
payments and where most of Berlin's Turkish immigrants 
have been segregated; what was unusual about the May 
Day riots was that many "normal people" joined in the 
fighting this time. 

Resistance News explains that "when we speak of a 
riot here in Germany, we mean normally a conflict 
between the cops (or fascists) on one side, and people 
with a political consciousness or background, mainly 
Autonomen or punks, people who are not liberal left 
pacifists on the other." This time the streetfighting 
Autonomen were joined by local residents and people 
visiting for Berlin's 750th Anniversary Festival. What 
resulted “wasn't an anti-imperialist fight and it wasn't a 
class revolt. And on the other side it wasn't an 
unpolitical outbreak of violence (as the Greens say.)" In 
addition to the street fighting, during the riot Turkish 
drugstores were looted, shops and apartments were 
burned, and several women were raped. 

In the view of the Berlin Echomedia Group, "Such 
things... throw a light on the consciousness of the 
people. But it's a mirror of reality. The society is a 
violent society, and a riot is also a mirror of the 
society... But it shows that the left and autonome people 
living in the Kreuzberg ghetto are also living in a 
political ghetto. The people are living side by side 
without talking and caring about each other... Although 
the Autonomes have lived such a time in Kreuzberg we 
still haven't succeeded in establishing relationships 
between the people there, and we haven't succeeded in 
giving some of our ideas or our view of things to the 
people (without this throwing of stones at the cops). So 
it's more important to tell people what we want than to 
start a little riot every weekend!" 

The May Day riots were followed by riots on May 14 
and May 16. Kreuzberg's part of Berlin's 750-year 


NewSnewsSnewsSnewsnews 


anniversary festival was postponed. On May 26 Norbert 
Kubat, a young man who had been arrested in the May 
Day riots, was found hanged with a handkerchief in his 
jail cell. That night 600 people demonstrated in the 
Kurfiirstendam section of Berlin, and on May 28 1500 
people turned out for a funeral march. Also on the 
morning of the 28th, someone tossed a Molotov cocktail 
into the "Bilka" supermarket in Kreuzberg, and it burned 
to the ground. 

Social welfare programs are being severely cut back 
by the conservative government, and local rent control 
legislation has been repealed effective Jan. 1, 1988, after 
which apartment rents are expected to rise by 100%. 
Under these circumstances it is likely that the Kreuzberg 
riots will continue. 

(The information 1 in these articles is from Resistance 

i , published by Echomedia Berlin, 
PLK No. 046841 C 
GERMANY. ) 
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DENMARK 
Free State of Copenhagen 

The Danish parliament has taken action to legalise 
the status of Christiania, the "Free State of 
Copenhagen." Christiania is an area of the city that has 
been relatively autonomous and inhabited primarily by 
squatters for the last 15 years. The new legislation 
commits the government to improving the state of the 
buildings in the area, while the majority of the Danish 
Parliamentary Christiania Committee say that "in the 
long run" most of the “provisional houses" in 
Christiania will have to be razed and the inhabitants 
resettled. The legislation also says that "the target of the 
current rent-pay is that the amount covers the actual 
expenses." What seems to have happened is that the 
inhabitants of Christiania have acepted an agreement 


-which concedes a good deal of their autonomy in return 


for an increase in their security which may prove 
illusory. According to the Notes from Denmark 
published by the Anarchist Federation of Denmark: "One 
could choose to see the framework law as a handsome 
gesture from the progrssive majority in the Parliament 
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leaving the inhabitants of Christiania a little bit freer 
than the rest of the population outside, also considering 
the heavy suppression and campaign from the special 
police unit (riotpolice) and rightwing loonies which the 
inhabitants have withstood now for years and years. But 
we anarchists don't separate things that way. The liberal 
State has both an iron fist and a silk hand. You can get it 
either way but surely you will submit yourself in the end 
or... resist both! The inhabitants of Christiania have 
chosen to cooperate with the state-appointed commission 
of coordination which will see to it that the Free State 
gets normalised and legalised in the near future. That's 
their choice. We reserve the right to criticize.” 

(Info from Notes from Denmark, published by the 
Anarchist Federation of Denmark (AFID), Tordenskjolde 
38, 4200 Slagelse, DENMARK.) 


PORTUGAL 
US Militarization of Portugal 


After meeting resistance from other European 
countries, the US has turned to Portugal to boost its 
military presence in the Mediterranean. The Portuguese 
government has expressed its willingness to accept new 
squadrons of F-16's refused by both Italy and Spain. 
Lenos Ferreira, General Staff Chief of the Portuguese 
Army, has also proposed a greater Portuguese 
participation in the Reagan administration's Star Wars 
project. 

Elsewhere in the country, the US and Portuguese 
governments have conspired to shove a new US radar 
| down the throats of the ion of the 





-Almodovar area. Plans for the installation were made in 


secret and work on the site was begun before citizens of 
the area were informed about the decision. In spite of the 
opposition of local ecologist and pacifist groups and 
some municipal councils, work on the site continues. 
The installation is planned to join the other 4 existing 
NORAD radar sites in New Mexico, Hawaii, South 
Korea, and the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian 
Ocean. Security will be provided by the Portguese Air 
Force. - 

And if all that wasn't enough, employees of the US 
Embassy in Lisbon have been implicated in the recent 
wave of assassinations of Basque separatist leaders in 
Portugal. Presumably this is all part of the US strategy 
to help preserve democracy in the area, whether the 
people who live there like it or not. 

(Info from Ekomedia Portugal, C.D.I./Centelha, 
Apartado 241, 3003 Coimbra Codex, PORTUGAL.) 


GREECE 
Anarchy in Greece 


Anarchists in Greece have been very active 
following the first Panhellenic Anarchist Congress last 
year, which was attended by 2000 people from all over 
Greece and Cyprus. 

2000 anarchists demonstrated outside the 
Polytechnical Institute in Athens on Nov. 17, 1986, and 
fortunately, according to our correspondents, "this year 
there was no one killed and there were no fights between 
anarchists and cops; even though 17,000 cops were in 
close contact with the demonstration." Four undercover 
police were disarmed during the demonstration, and 
afterwards 2 people were arrested for this. 


continued on page tga-8 


Situationism for Kids! 
Cities of Illusion 

The Spectacle: The Skeleton Keys 
The Bad Days Will End 

Revolutionary Self-Theory 

Pamphlets published by Spectacular Times, Box 
99, 84B, Whitechapel High Street, London, E1 
7QX, ENGLAND. Available in the US from @ 
Distribution, 396 Seventh St. #2, Jersey City, NJ 
07302-- write for prices. 


Finally somebody has managed to present 
situationist ideas in words that regular people can 
understand instead of the usual impenetrable 
French-intellectual mumbo jumbo. As these 
pamphlets demonstrate, the ideas of the 
situationists are very powerful but they can still be 
expressed without using lots of twenny-dollar words 
that nobody and her mother really understand. 

The crux of the biscuit for situationists is the 
spectacle-- that shadow world of illusions created by 
modern capitalism where images become more real 
than the things they represent and we are all 
reduced to sitting in the peanut gallery watching 
somebody else's dreams. The idea is that 
“capitalism has made all social relationships into 
commodity relationships", that we have been 
reduced to being mere spectators of our own lives, 
that "every day we are denied an authentic 
existence and sold back it's representation.” 

Situationist theory provides probably the clearest 
explanation of the reasons for the failure of 
traditional forms political action in advanced capitalist 
countries. The spectacle is capable of absorbing 
almost ay form of opposition: any siç 





‘he mass media & their image is re- -presented on TV 
and in newspapers and in magazines and soon its 
symbols are used to sell mass-marketed 
commodities. The hippie subculture in America 
quickly generated whole new industries of beads, 
bongs, blacklights, and hash pipes so that anybody 
could be a weekend hippie-- tor a price. Similarly the 
punk scene in England quickly spawned boutiques 
full of designer safety pins & pre-ripped clothes. 

This creates an illusion of great freedom for most 


gentle 
anarchist 
joke 
contest 


#2 





Here it is, the long awaited gentle anarchist joke 
contest #2. Response to our last contest ("How many 
anarchists does it take to screw in a light bulb?") was so 
overwhelming that it's taken us this long to recover. 
Finally, however, we feel brave enough to ask: 


Why did the anarchist cross the road? 
Sorry, but we won't accept the stock answer, 
"Because the cop told her not to." Also please nothing 


silly about the anarchist being a punk and being stapled | 


to the chicken. You can do better than that, trust us. 


All the best: answers will be printed in the next issue | 
roje . Winners will receive | 





the respect Pied ainin ot their peers and a discreet 
investigation by the FBI. 
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people, but "in the society of the spectacle you 
can't see the bars until you try to get out.” But the 
situationist critique is not a philosophy of 
hopelessness-- on the contrary. It rejects nihilism 
because "the nihilist does not realize that there are 
other people who are also nihilists." The 
Situationists see that "the material preconditions for 
social liberation already exist!", and that the arena 
for real social change is in our everyday lives. The 
revolution will not be televised. "Revolution is a 
process-- and it is a process that can be started 
now." 

Cities of Illusion, The Spectacle, and [he Bad 
Days Will End are collages of quotes from 
situationist writers, clippings from newspapers, and 
comics all tied together with Larry Law's clear, 
straightforward presentation of these ideas. The 
prose is almost telegraphic-- nothing extra and no 
bullshit, but nothing is left out. Revolutionary 
self-Theory ia a panty decal version of the 
pamphiet Self-The : sure ni ol 
Yourself, first published as an issue of The 
Spectacle (East Lansing, MI) in 1975. | miss the Ned 
Hanley drawings from the original, but that's OK 
because instead this issue is illustrated with lots of 
incisive artifacts from spectacular culture, such as a 
Union Carbide ad that promises, “Today, something 
we do will touch your life." That's what | was afraid 
of... 

But the goal of situationist theory is not just to 
create a chic cynicism about the meaninglessness 
of our lives and the power of the spectacle-- the 
goal is to begin to change those things. Like Larry 
Law says in Cities of Illusion: 

"We must start to build the world that we want 











it is not | to shawnee the 
misery of daily life and its causes, we must speak of 
our dreams and desires and provide examples of life 
as it could be.” 

boog 


Area joint 
projects 


Bi iad fire 





KC Star, 
9/14/87 








:  continned from page tga-7 


In December, garbage collectors in Athens went on 
strike for better pay despite the government's recent ban 
on strikes "for economical reasons" and the increase in 


size of the police force to 35,000, Anarchists supported | 


the garbage collectors in two days of street fighting with 


various armed representatives of the state, and on Dec. 19 1 


the government agreed to the demands of the strikers. In 


| the words of our correspondent, this was a "BIG 
| SUCCESS FOR THE PEOPLE!!!" 


(Info from Group FAKA, c/o George Vazintaris, 
Melenikoy 14, 54248, Thessaloniki, GREECE.) 


Jello Victory 

Jello Biafra, vocalist & songwriter for the band Dead 
Kennedys and organizer of the Alternative Tentacles 
record label, spoke at Liberty Hall in Lawrence on Sept. 
12 as part of the River City Reunion. He told the story 
of how his apartment was raided and a large number of 
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The Anarchist 
William Godwin 
Edited with an Introduction by Peter Marshall. 
Published 1986 by Freedom Press, Angel Alley, 
84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 7QX 
Available through A Distribution. 


Writings of 


This book contains selections of Godwin's ideas, 
mainly a on his ps ae 


diet aaa (1793). The adie face pae the 
book with a biography of Godwin and an analysis of 
his ideas. He revised it in 1796, making it "More 
consistent by showing from the beginning of the 
work the evils of government and by showing 
clarifying the section on property", as well as edit 
out some "rude and juvenile remarks". Anarchist 
Writings is laid out according to topics,so this might 
be too chopped up for anyone who likes to see the 
original. But it works good as an introduction to his 
ideas. | 

Godwin developed his political ideas from an 
idealistic philosophical basis. Unlike other 
philosophers of that era, his ideas did not lead him 
to conceive of new governmental forms, but to 
reject government. He says, 

“All government is founded in opinion. Men at 
present live under any particular form because they 
conceive it their interest to do so. One part indeed 
of a community or empire may be held in 
subjugation by force; but this cannot be the 
personal force of a despot; it must be the force of 
another part of the community, who are of the 
opinion that it is in their interest to support his 
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Godwin rejected revolution as a means of creating 
a new society: “An attempt to scrutinize men's 
thoughts, and punish their opinions, is of all kinds of 
despotism the most odious; yet this attempt is 
peculiarly characteristic of a period of revolution.” 
Also, he suggested that advocates of revolution 
would have to continually threaten people to keep 
them from supporting an oppressor. He asks,"Is a 
display of terror the readiest mode for rendering 
(people) fearless, independent and enterprising?" 
An anarchist society would only last if it came about 
as "the result of consistent and digested views of 
political justice previously disseminated", otherwise 
it would lead back into violence and coercion. 
For Godwin changing society is accomplished by 


| changing the origin of the ideas which hold it 


together: education. He condemned the education 


| system of his time as being harmful. He beleived 


that schooling taught obiedence to authority, and 
limits childrens ability to learn. What had been 


taught "must be unlearned before we can begin to ~ 
be wise." In fact, he published childrens books for ` 


several years, as a practical means of acting on his 


| beliefs. 
books, records and other items were seized by LA & San |. 


Francisco Police after a poster in the DK's album 
Frankenchrist was declared obscene. Jello and a number 
of others were tried for "distributing harmful materials to 
a minor". After a year and a half the case has ended with 
an acquittal for everyone tried, but the local prosecutor 
has announced his intention to charge and try others for 
similar offenses. Your help is needed to help stop this 
harassment - like it says on the campanile on the scenic 
KU campus: "Eternal vigilance is the price of freedom." 
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Donations to help pay legal expenses can be sent to the | 


No More Censorship Defense Fund, PO Box 11458, San 
Francisco, CA 94101. 


peculiar to each situation. In some cases, undoubtedly, a 
community will decide that the antisocial person was 
right and the community was wrong. 

Anarchists do not believe in unalterable laws, but 
only in general policies. The acme of anarchism is the 
policy of non-invasiveness or non-coercion -- Mind Your 
Own Business. We don't expect people to behave like 
saints; we expect of them simply that they leave each 
other alone. 

From Archy To Anarchy 

The crucial question is, How do we get from where 
we are to where we want to be? Basically what is needed 
is a change of attitudes, and the job of today's anarchists 
is to spread the idea of the stateless society by every 
available means. Here are some of the things they are 
doing: 

1) Thinking about, studying and discussing anarchist 
ideas. Developing a new attitude toward crime, refusing 
to see it as a fearsome problem to be solved by more 
government power. Trying to see the criminal as a fellow 
human under pressure and asking themselves what he 
would be like in a free society. 


2) Devising personal codes of conduct based on 
non-injury towards others. Self-discipline is the other 
side of the coin of self-liberation. 

3) Liberating oneself. The wise anarchist does not 


offers right now is not a new social system but an ideal 
personal liberation from the attitudes and habits of 
authoritarian society. The new society will come to be 
when enough individuals have freed themselves. 

4) After self-liberation, organizing in groups for the 
liberation of society. These can begin simply as study 
groups for mutual education and communes for mutual 
aid. Such groups will help to promote the idea of 
freedom wherever they are formed. 

5) Building regional, continental and world-wide 
federations of autonomous groups to work together to 
spread ideas of liberty, encourage self-initiative among 
people, and oppose oppression. 

6) Withdrawing support from government by every 
means. Refusing to obey laws that do not prohibit 
antisocial behavior but merely assert or enhance the 
power of government. The ultimate form of non-violent 
resistance is the general strike, whereby people in all 
walks of life refuse to work until the state is dismantled. 


At the climax of the movie They Might Be Giants, 
the hero, who thinks he is the great crime-fighter 


Sherlock Holmes, says, “We're living in the Garden of 
Eden. We've never left it. This is Paradise all around us." 
Man is not fallen and in need of control; he is as he is, 
and that is good enough. To discover Paradise around us 
we have to give up our distrust of people, which means 


A Pamphlet and 
Some Prisoners' 
Responses 
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society will be voluntary. There will probably be freely 
accepted rules, like the rules of a game, such as, perhaps, 
that property be respected. Enlightened self-interest 
recognizes that there must be alternatives between 
refusing the necessities of life to those in want or 
forcibly making all property communal. Borrowing with 
mutual consent or sharing, from an individual or from a 
common store, will probably be the most common kind 
of property distribution. But in the abundant economy 
made possible by total freedom, individuals will rarely be 
in want. Historical experience has shown that population 
declines with the spread of material prosperity and 
awareness of contraception. Technology can supply the 
basic needs of the entire human race - - even today this is 
possible. Total freedom will allow an enormous increase 
in creativity, inventiveness, productivity. Man enjoys 
work when it isn't alienating and he isn't coerced into it. 
Since general acceptance of anarchist ideas is a 
necessary precondition to a worldwide liberated society, 


antisocial behavior within the free society will probably think of himself as a liberator of his fellow men, but as Biving up our distrust of ourselves. 

be rare. The remedies will also be individualized and one in need of liberation. The main thing anarchism 

+ F ender there is id, lthough ira 
Looking Under the Surface =, siport, bus station or stide echos not a professional person (io. porchiatrist JUSt US 

> ; Poa of chang the limit. oF sexologist), I believe I am capable Dear Mark, 

eS ra ae pr a n A esse oe ce eke Kae capes Fees tan O maki a just judgement of those sex I read the pamphlet you sent. However, 


in hopes of changing the amount of imported 
goods coming into this country. Contain 
your action to those things you believe 
need changing. 

“Human nature, what 


offenders. It is my opinion that those 
people have serious mental problems that 
can not be dealt with on a penal or social 
level. A treatment for those people is 
sectemer what treatment I will not 


I do not believe that it addresses an 
area I'm willing to go into, as it is 
addressing the wrong problem. There are 
no solutions to crime. Crime is a product 
of capitalium antia; the question should 


Problem of Crime". Enclosed with the 
pamphlet was a short letter asking me 
for any Comments to the pamphlet. Below 














is what I have / to aay regarding What 
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of ae Offenders. 

"The ultimate form of non-violent 
resistance is the general strike--whereby 
people in all walks of life refuse to 
work until the state is dismantled." 


fit “the artes; with: Saute rehabilitation 
programs, re-entry into society, limiti 

the use if prisons by using alternatives?" 
These are viable questions tat we need 


History fas Saag and statistics 
will prove, that man, in all his wisdom 
and knowledge, is the #1 most aggressive 
creature on the face of the earth, bar 
none. '‘Aggressive' has numerous meanings. 


and law enforcement 
actually perpetuate the conditions that 
breed crime: poverty, racism, alienation, 
sexual repression." 


If a person looks no deeper than To name just a few: assaultive, offensive, OK. Answer me this: Who is going pres ae =- Ee ou v wely 

cae ee thee then the only thing he will combative, war-like, belligerent. Obviously to pay my rent, phone bill, water bill, 3S5 to implement S SRI: 

see are those things close to the surface. those are less desirable traits, so let's electric bill and food bill while I am Prisons are pure and simple "slavery". 
As each layer of a ball is peeled away, look at a few other meanings: energetic, on strike; who is going “to clothe my No more and no less. We should do away 
more is exposed to the eye and the ball enterprising, adventurous, dynamic, and children; how am I h going to get from with prisons. (The, punishment for) all 
gets smaller. The smaller the ball gets, active; all of these, if put into action point A to point B to support the stike; Crimes against property should be compensa- 
the tess there is to look at. Once the in the proper way, are good traits. It What do I say to the pigs when they serve tion and punitive fines. Injury to persons 
last layer is exposed, it becomes clear is this writers opinion that, when taken an eviction notice on me, or the bank should be divided into involuntary and 


that the hidden body of the ball is actually 
Square. In my opinion, this is what is 
happening throughout society today-—- 
those people in the most visible positions 


as a whole, mankind is as dangerous as 
he is able to be, in the particular environ- 
ment he is in. Monetary wealth, social 


voluntary taking of life or bodily harm. 
(The punishment for) the first should 


be fines (paid) to the victims and the 


when they come to repossess my car for 
falling behind in payments; in 20 years 
what do I say to my physically or mentally 
deformed 20 year old offspring of mine? 


tay power and material possessions are probably ' latter should be exile. 
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It is this writers inion that People's rights, feelings. or ;opinions |... Toe people that published the pamphlet - today in’ prisons. Ontii thet ls abolished 
we, people, are responsible for 95% of Prior to acting. Seige eats solution to the Problem there is little sense in dealing with 


"The abolition of coercive law will 
lead to a society free of sexual suppression 


seem to believe that most of 


the conditions that exist today. Through us are fools 


our own inaction we have sent a message 


the new society. 


I resent this. A prisoner is stripped, by todays 


Personally, 


saying “WE DON'T CARE." We have sent and sexist male domination. Without the Anarchists should view their fallow human society, of the fundamental rights of 
this message so often, for so long, support of force, these forms of oppression beings as equals. If they can't, won't all people, and is made a slave of the 
Ty thait it has given everyone the impression Will be unable to compete with more attrac- or Gon t then they should ook into the State. He is deliberately and daily subject 
Aa. that we are now powerless to stop or tive ideas and practices. As sexual repres- possibility of referring to themselves 5 degradation, repression and bondage 
o revise those things that we feel are Sion disappears, so will violent sex as something other than anarchists. with the bonds of slavery. 
, an infringement upon our human, moral crimes." I urge all your readers to contribute 
S, and natural rights. This passage leads one to believe Dust in the Wind, to our newest group that fights the repressi 
Well, it's not too late to reverse that the laws presently governing sex to our newest group that fights the repres- 
this trend, but it is going to take more offenses are responsible for violent Psi Phenomena sive measures in prison today: "Just 
than a few scattered people and publications sex crimes. A 3rd grade school child Us" Prisoner Legal Aid Society PO Box 
nn A a, : Dear Mark: (Project 1313) 13673, El Pa 79913. We only 
to do it. could tell us that if there are no laws, ‘ so, Texas . Soa yY 
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action. letters of protest, phone calls govern what is and what isn't a sex offense of sex is allowed (with one's own Not impressed 
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measures’, I will leave that up to the 
discretion of the reader. But I would 
like to say that whatever your actions 
may be, be sure that your actions are 
against that person or those people respon- 


reality. So let's 
in their reality. 
This writer has been in prison for 
the past 10 years. In that time, I have 
come in contact with every type of sex 


look at sex crimes 


People are held dewn through ignor- 
ance, propaganda and religious repression. 


Love > Peace > Freedon, 
Ken 


my goal. Write to Spanish prisoners. 


Steve 
continued on page P-8 





More on Prisons and Prisoners 


Lest We Forget the Truth continued from page P-5 


individual is by far the worst crime there is, if the 
intrusion is not warranted by self defense. But a 
property crime, while certainly an intrusion, is simply 
not on the same level. So should a non-violent burglar 
get the same sentence as a murderer or a rapist? It 
doesn't make much sense, does it? But in fact that is 
what happens in these days of high tension and 
many-year sentences. Occasionally news stories 
appear about prisoners known to be dangerous who 
were released before their sentences were completed, 


Despite the impression created by the media hype 
surrounding these isolated cases, early release of 
prisoners is rare. There ara good time credits and such 
programs, but these give a prisoner something to aim 
for and thereby not cause problems within the 
institutional setting. Without some form of reward for 
good behavior, a prisoner has absolutely no reason to 
conduct him/herself according to the prison rules. 

Prisoners see a daily example of constant 
lawbreaking and rulebreaking when they watch guards 
and others in the prison administration. They are 
guided by the examples seen. 

Once a prisoner realizes that the law is a myth and 
only applies to prisoners, s/he ceases to have any 
faith or confidence in any type of judicial process. 
They become frustrated and cynical. They observe 
and experience injustices of varying degrees almost 
every day of their incarceration. Is this treatment 
meant to be punishment? Even if it is, how long can 
punishment like this remain effective? After a while the 


prisoner adjusts and the punishment becomes the 
norm. It no longer affects him/her in the manner the 
victim or the State inlencas, S/he cannot. be 





because the prisoner can no longer be fooled into 
believing all the lies society lives by. 

The prisoner learns to lie as a matter of course-- for 
survival. Prisons run on an internal, underground 
economy. Everything goes. One must trade cigarettes 
or drugs to get clothes washed and returned safely to 
the cell. Food other than what is produced in the 
kitchen lines costs. A new issue of clothing costs. So 
does an extra blanket. In prison, everything costs. 
Thus, a prisoner, having little opportunity at any other 
means of income, finds the hustle to be the most 
expedient way to raise cash or trade items. Most start 
within the prison yard. Then they branch out as they 
discover the mailing secrets of success. Many of you 
have had dealings with prisoners who try to con you 
into believing they are anti-authoritarian anarchists, 
etc., who are fighting the revolution from inside. They 


start small with just letters, then you get requests for 
material things and money. Unfortunately, the prisoner 
gets little for the efforts and loses any hope of support 
from that individual. What's even worse is that the kind 
individual on the street becomes cynical and angry at 
being conned, and ceases to support prisoners. The 
prisoner has effectively worked against him/herself, 
and loses any credibility that s/he is of good character 
and deserving of some mercy or consideration. 


Fear of Imprisonment is a Tool of 
State Control 


At this point anti-authoritarians pretty much agree 
with authoritarians that prisoners are scum overall. 
Well, it's not entirely unjustified, admittedly. But this 
side issue is what is harming our efforts to reduce the 
State's power hold on us. We have become 
sidetracked in judging prisoners and not the system 
which created them. 

We ignore all the previous reasonable arguments 
and proof that maltreatment of prisoners simply does 
nothing but produce worse monsters than originaly 
entered the prison system. We forget that as long as 


prisons exist and prisoners are held the State has an 


unshakable hold of fear over us. The State has done 
well in eliminating any threat from the 
anti-authoritarians, hasn't it? And let us not believe it is 
just an accident. The State is far too devious not to 
have planned and foreseen the reaction of even the 
most radical individuals where prisoners are 
concerned. Indeed, the conspiracy is deep and 
malicious-- and it is doing its job well. 

"Convictions before conviction"-- that's how one 
person recently summarized the most common attitude 
of anarchists toward prisoner support. The idea is that 
only those prisoners who demonstrate sincere 
anarchist and libertarian philosophies and lifestyles 
are deserving of support. This is true, but not 
complete. It tends to allow for prisons as a justifiable 
means of dealing with crime, but it ignores the fact that 
crime is a tool of the State and is created by the State 
for its own benefit. 
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Only a small percentage of prisoners deserve 
individual support. These are the ones who are serious 
about their philosophies and lifestyles. They can be 
seen often fighting the system on issues which do not 


concern their criminal convictions. They can be seen 
to contribute to others and not just seek personal gain. 
For these few it is important that we all remain in an 
open frame of mind and just learn how to discern them 
from the con artists. We cannot abandon the few due 
to the discouraging acts of the majority. For if we do 
abandon them, we give up all hope of being any 
different from the State we all so fervently claim to 
hate. 

The prisons are the key to the power over us. 


Although what to do with violent criminals remains a 


major problem, it is far more important that we get rid of 
the factors that created them and which make 


everyone worse off. Consider this: that burglar we 


talked about earlier is as human as you, regardless of 
the myth that his humanity has been discarded upon 
entry into prison-- and one day he will be coming out of 
the prison. He will seek the same vengeance as the 
victim of violence-- and will carry it out on the next 
burglary. Rather than just taking the money and 
running, that burglar is likely to vent that pent up anger 
and frustration on the family sleeping in their beds. And 


in the end, we are all responsible for what will happen, 


because we all sat back and discussed the problems 


and argued-- then did nothing. The armchair anarchist 
has much to say, but little to show in action. All the 


discussion and debate and dialogue in the world will not 


halt the building of prisons or the State's power and 





control over you. In the very same manner, the State 
can continue to wreak havoc on our ecology with 


impunity because they can imprison anyone who 
objects in an effective manner. 

Many anarchists are waiting for evolutionary 
changes in society. But how will those changes even 
have a chance to come about if the Earth is in ruins? 
And who among us believes that that's not far off? 
While we sit and debate the State moves ahead, 
digging itself into power even more than we thought 
possible. We can sit back and allow the "war on drugs” 
to carry on with little effect on the drug trade, or we can 
funnel those resources into education on the 
responsible use of substances and caring for those 
who desire to abuse out of ignorance in the past. And 


we can continue to allow individuals to be placed in 
prison for breaking any of the million or so laws 
throughout the country. We can continue to allow 
violence to intrude on our lives from the training camps 
of prisons and institutions. We can continue to allow 
the State to control us and ruin the Earth. Or we can 
stop it-- and stop it now before there can be no return. 


What you Can Do 

We have a responsibility to take an active 
participation in these matters. If we don't, if we wait, 
there will be nothing to wait for. And the beginning of 
the changes we seek will begin when the prisons are 
gone and the State cannot threaten us with 
incarceration and cruel treatment. What of crime, you 
may ask? Well, if we stopped allowing the police to 
protect us, and did that job on our own like we should 
be doing, then crime will drop sharply and life will be 
safer from such intrusions. 


Therefore | ask you to become actively involved in 
the struggle to free hae and tear down me 





towards freedom and liberty. Be wary aes those 


prisoners out to take you for a ride, but don't forget 
how they got that way. It only takes some effort on the 
part of all of us to produce viable changes. And if we 
don't do it now, when will we? Break the State's control 
with prisons and the State will find itself unable to 
operate. If we fail to act because we fear it will lead to 
an escalation in the State's power, then we are doomed 
to find out that that power has always been there and 
always will-- and that they will not give it up without a 
fight under any circumstances. And the cycle will 
continue. 


Interested? Write me in care of this publication-- I'll 
tell you more, and how. 
Avi Naftel 


continued from page P-7 
No Comment 


Mark, 

I received your letter and the booklet 
"Tne Anarchist Solution to the Problem 
of Crime". 

I would very much enjoy giving my 
views on this subject. But, you see, ir 
I was to write my views, three things 
would happen: #1) The mail room here 
would not send the letter out. #2) I 
would have more Federal agents down here 
to see me. #3) Some Federal agents would 
most likely come knocking on your door. 

You see, I already have Federal 
agents come and see m once a year because 
of what I have written about the US govern- 
ment and my views on the people that 


run it. Another thing, I have received 
time, a five-year sentence in Federal 
prison, for my views concerning the US 


government, to be done after I 
my time here in State prison. 

I also have a friend here in 
Going time for 


finish 


prison 
taking over a radio-TV 
Station with automatic weapons for the 
reason of making a speech about the U5 
government. So you see, it would be better 
for all concerned if I did net print 
my views on this subject since it concerns 
the US government, not only crime. 


In struggle for freedom, 
(name withheld) 
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BIG MOUNTAIN IS STILL HERE 
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crews have been sighted, and new livestock reduction 
regulations have caused Navajo to worry about the safety 
of their animals. 


RESISTANCE TO RELOCATION 
ALSO CONTINUES 


In the face of these continued pressures, the people 
of Big Mountain and the surrounding districts have been 
coming together and finding ways to resist together. 
There have been several significant events reported 
through the support group newsletters. 


DIRECT ACTION WEEK 

February 2-9, supporters held protests to mark the 
anniversery of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. In this 
treaty, Mexico gave a large area of land over to the U.S., 
including the present day Hopi-Navajo reservation. 
Among other things the treaty guaranteed the rights of 
the native people of the southwest. Calling the 
anniversary "Direct Action Week", the Coalition In 
Defense of Sacred Lands organized several actions, 
preceded by a prayer meeting and a sweat ceremony. On 
Thursday, Feb. 5, people protested at the Peabody Coal 
Company offices in Flagstaff. (While Peabody has 
mounted a publicity campaign to deny involvement in 
the Relocation, supporters have presented documentation 
showing the interconnections between Peabody and the 
people most responsible for creating P.L. 93-531) 
Peabody kept their doors locked and called police, who 
threatened to arrest everyone unless they got off of 
vie eles popen aaae were no arrest, Honiy, two 






baa baa BAAT were maT aes P reprouped that 

afternoon at the Relocation Commission Office, where 
they began a 23-hour vigil. The next morning a 
scheduled Commision meeting was cancelled due to the 
absence of two members, but Commisioner Bavasi 
allowed people in for an informal meeting. Once in the 
room, a member of the coalition closed the 
commissioners exit door and sat in front of them. The 
commusioners present then did answer some questions. 
The Big Mountain Support Group Newsletter, March 
‘87, reported, "Commissioner Atkinson sent an assistant 
out the public exit to call the police. No police arrived. 
At one point Atkinson asked, 'Has somebody called the 
police to get this creature out of here?’ After several 
walks to the public exit by commission men were 
successful, Atkinson abruptly and rudely adjourned the 
‘meeting’ as a Diné woman was speaking, and made a 
'bee-line' for the public exit flanked by 2 large 
.Commission executives". People rose and crowed into 
‘the aisle, blocking the way, but did not prevent the 
commission people from pushing their way out. The 
supporters then returned outside to end their vigil with a 
ceremony. Other actions were reported in Colorado, 

Vermont, California and New York. 


SPRING GATHERING 


On April 16-19 the "In The Spirit Of The People” 
Spring Gathering was held at Camp Anna Mae, in Big 
Mountain. Support For Our Future Generations 
Newsletter, April/May '87, reported, “about 300 
supporters showed up to discuss a direction for the next 
year." Discussions included Regional Councils, 
Sovereignty, and Direct Repeal. The idea of Regional 
Councils was presented as a way of decentralizing the 
support network. While the councils have not been 
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strictly defined, the main idea was to have supporters in 
each region take more responsibility for keeping in touch 
with people on the land. Individuals signed up as 
temporary council representatives, and were asked to take’ 
the concept back home to work on. 

Sovereignty was discussed in terms of rejection ae 
government assistance as from of economic slavery but, 
"will remain only a concept as long as the people are not’ 
self-sufficent and as long as they are constantly forced ™ 
into a defensive position by the government." 

Direct Repeal was discussed as a commitment by 
outside supporters to stand in total solidarity by the Hopi 
and Dine traditional people. "Direct Repeal will require a 
coordinated effort of many committed people on many 
different fronts. Resistance and Reconstruction brigades 
are being formed to position people on the land on a long 
term basis (4-6 months) to help with repair of structures, 
construction of new ones, and community projects. | 
Training for short term delegations (2 weeks) is also 3 
happening. Supporters interested in becoming part of the ~ 
R&R brigades should have a serious and sincere long 
term commitment to the struggle on the land and be 4 
prepared to stand by the people in the event of $ 
government reprisals. Supporters are also needed in the 
home front to do organizing, fundraising, media work, 
and anything else that is needed to make sure that this 
„Situation does not continue any more. There is a place for 
everyone in the struggle and we need to get together in 
unity to reach our goals," 


IST AMENDMENT LAWSUIT 
GOES TO COURT SOON 


The Big Mountain eae Office reports that | the ‘In 





; i : ‘. F 
T PETOA i m ayra a A 
J a 


FOR MORE INFORMATION... 
There is a great deal to learn about this struggle, 

even if one knows the background. This article only 

scratches the surface of what has happened in the last year 


: and a half. Here are some- addresses. for further 
UE N zefensa ÖF Sa SA file eni informatio 
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LAWRENCE BIG MOUNTAIN PROJECT 
PO BOX 1893 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS 66044 

Write to this address to obtain copies of some of the 
latest updates from the support groups: ONE YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY letter from BMLO, containing current 
strategies for supporting the 1st Amendment Lawsuit; 
June and July ‘87 issues of the Support For Our Future 
Generations newsletters, containing a two-part article 
about Peabody Coal Co. and their connections to the 
relocation; the first issue of the Hopi Epicenter 
newsletter, a support organization from the traditional 
Hopi community.. A $2 donation would help cover 
photocopy and postage costs. Save the big donations for 
these other groups as they are much closer to the 
situation and the Lawrence Project is only providing 
copies of material. 
BIG MOUNTAIN LEGAL OFFICE 
PO BOX 1509 
FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86002 

The Big Mountain Legal Office now has 501-C3 tax 
exempt status, so that contributions no longer need to be 


against the U. s. Coemi for violating the Navajo 
people's right to practice their religion, by staying on the 
land and practicing a lifestyle that is spiritually connected 


Due to lack 


to that land. Work has gone on throughout the year 
presenting drafts of the suit to the people on the 
reservation, and collecting supporting testimony. Large 
meetings have also been held at the Big Mountain 
Survival Camp, Mosquito Springs, Howell Mesa, and 
Teestoh. While difficulty in finding capable translators of 
the Dine language has slowed the project down, BMLO 
also reports that "the decision by some support groups to 
direct their energies and resources to other projects has 
forced the legal staff to direct its energy to fundraising 
and education and away from legal work." 

Nevertheless, they plan to file the lawsuit in 
September and October, to coincide with the opening of 
the Supreme Court. 


sent through the Capp Street Foundation. 

of money they will no longer produce a regular 

newsletter, but will put their remaining funds toward 

supporting the 1st Amendment Lawsuit. If you desire to 

help the Dine remain in their homes, please support this 

lawsuit. 

SUPPORT FOR OUR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS 

PO BOX 22134 

FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86002 | 
Support For Our Future Generations is going to 

continue producing a newsletter, as well as supporting 

the other resistance work. i 


TIM GOODWIN RELEASED 


By the time this paper is printed, Tim Goodwin will 
be a free man. Tim went before the parole board on 
August 26 and this time his parole was granted. He 
will be released some time in early September, 
although the exact date has not yet been set. 

Tim is gay and has been working in support of the 
rights of gay prisoners. Tim was denied parole after 
his previous appearance before the board, 
apparently largely on the basis of his sexual 
orientation. At that hearing a parole board member 
asked Tim if his sexual orientation led him to commit 
the crime for which he was originally imprisoned-- 
burglary. Tim was also branded as the Kansas prison 
system's first AIDS victim after this was alleged in an 


WATCHING THE MONKEYS 
WATCHING THE MONKEYS 

Tim Goodwin has provided us with a few 
observations of Governor Hayden's recent prison 
inspection tour as seen from the other side of the 
bars. The Governor concluded that the Kansas 
prison system was in pretty good shape, although it 
is currently suffering from serious overcrowding. At 
Lansing, the Governor was shown Cellblocks B and 
D, but did not see Cellblock C, where the roof is 
caving in and so it floods when it rains. Reporters 
covering the tour saw the outside of the new 
addition to the infirmary, but weren't allowed inside 
because if they were they would have discovered 
that the building is actually a lethal injection 
chamber, all ready to use 
no death penalty. Despite the death penalty being 
the major plank of Gov. Mike “Hang 'Em High" 
Hayden's campaigm platform last year, the 
legislature suffered a crisis of conscience as not 
even the Republicans could bring themselves to 
vote for murder-by-government. But money 


allocated for infirmary renovation was still used to 
construct the new wing with the lethal injection 
chamber. The prisoners who were watching that 
part of the prison inspection got a good laugh out of 
watching the reporters dutifully scribbling down the 
official story. 




















- Bookstores 


Here is a handful of bookstores that carry 
patronized them and hope that others will, too. 


LIBERTARIAN BOOK CLUB 
339 Lafayette St. 

N.Y.C. 10012 

| (212) 505-6590 


| A DISTRIBUTION 
398 Seventh St., #2 
Jersey City, N.J. 07302 


| BACK ROOM ANARCHIST CENTER 
2 E. 27th St. ) 
| Minneapolis, MN 55408 







something unmentionable; Paul, Tad, 
Kim, Andrew, Brian, Kelly, etc., thanks 
anyway. 

And to all the people who gave 
donations above the call of duty and 
beyond the bounds of reason, THANK 

YOU! 





anarchist and other political literature. We've | 


THANK YOU continued from page tga-1 

And last but not least, 
the people we forgot to thank. It's not that 
we don't appreciate your help, we're just 
terminal space cases as you're probably 
already well aware. 


See you next time... 





anonymous phone call to a parole board official, and | 


then Tim was forced to submit to AIDS testing. All of 
his possessions were burned-- including 
documents connected to a lawsuit against the 
prison. Tim was placed in segregation, but was 
returned to general population after it was 
determined that he did not have AIDS-- and after 
the rumor that he did have AIDS had time to 
circulate throughout the prison. 

Although the conditions of his parole are very 
strict, the worst part of Tim's ordeal is over. Many 
thanks to those who wrote cards and letters on his 
behalf-- we won one! Mail for Tim can be sent to this 
newspaper and we'll forward it to his new address. 


Anarchist Black Dragon! 


WASHINGTON STATE PENITENTIARY 
KISHORE PRR Se 





The Anarchist Black Dragon Reborn 


From 1978 to 1982 a group of prisoners in 
Vor senn > cinio Pees sana a newsletter 





police, the law ni Ka meenemen of anaes ve nina 
resistance to the whole thing. There was much discussion 
of anarchist philosophy, with various writers identifying 
themselves as "Mutualist" or "Anarchist Communist" or 
something else, but the tone was consistently anarchist 
and revolutionary. 

Originally, the writers kept their identities secret, out 


of concern about reprisals from the authorities they were | 
criticizing. Eventually, some of them came out in the — 


open and challenged repression inside the prison: 
inhumane living conditions, harassment, beatings and 
murders. Later, the reprisals began. One member, Carl 
Harp, was murdered on Sept. 5, 1981. Eventually, other 
prisoners associated with the Anarchist Black Dragon 


Collective were separated and sent to different prisons | 


throughout the country. 

Shane Green, a former member of the Collective 
being held in a Utah state prison, seeks to gather copies 
of the magazine and reproduce some of the best 
selections. This is intended to be a "best of" issue. He 


has contacted Project 1313 for assistance in collecting | 


copies of ABD. Several copies have been received but #6 
and #7 are still lacking. Anyone with old copies of the 
ABD may send them to Mark Parker, c/o PROJECT 
1313, PO BOX 1313, Lawrence, Kansas 66044. Shane 
Green is now being held at the Utah State Prison at 
Draper, Utah. His mailing address: R.S. Green, 18337 
A-Block 240, PO Box 250, Draper, Utah 84020 














thanks to all 


Mark & boog 
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Cultures Collide in Nicaragua 


continued from page P-4 


the Rio Coco river, establishing a military zone on 
the frontier. It is from these evacuations and the 
resettlement that followed that the accusations of 
human rights abuses have arisen. The evacuations 
were said to be to protect the people from 
attackers from across the border, "a combination 
of Miskito and ex-Somozist National Guardsmen". 
In an interview, a man from along the Rio Coco 


river says, "On the 21st December, they attacked 
the community of San Carlos, from which | am 
from. The attack came from 
counter-revolutionaries across the river in 
Honduras. Looking back on 1981, we see it as a 
very sad year for the people of the Rio Coco. They 
began snatching people from the community. People 
use both sides of the river for planting beans and 
rice on November 15 when the attacks began. | 
was travelling along the river...at that time many 
of the villages came under attack by the 
counter-revolutionaries. So, the planting season 
“had to be postponed for a time so the people could 
defend themselves." 

Unfortunately, this documentation ends with 
1982. Many questions are left unanswered, but the 
editors have given much information which can 
help towards an understanding of the conflict: "The 
texts collected in this book should make it clear 
that idealisation - whether of the indigenous 
reality or of the liberation movement in power - 
gives a distorted vision of the developments as 
they really occurred and hinders an appropriate 
treatment of their consequences.” 


aiii 








North American activists. Those supportióğ the 


revolution, and those supporting Native 
American/Indigenous peoples have sometimes 
found themselves on opposite sides of an argument 
over which is the right side. It's not that easy. 
The Sandinista movement was a movement of 
people fighting for control of their own lives, 
against the U.S. backed National Guard. After 
overthrowing Somoza and the National Guard, they 
assumed the position of "government". Perhaps 
this is a harder position to be in than to be a 





guerrilla army. The changes that the Sandinista 
movement went through were constantly 
influenced by attacks from former National 
Guardsmen, and others, who received and still 
receive weapons from the US military. It is easy 
to see why the Sandinista government would be 
suspicious of any claims that might threaten their 
control of that country. The question of whether 
or not the Miskito movement was in fact 
separatist was overshadowed by the fact that 
there were armed groups attacking, which had no 
concern about whether or not the Miskito had any 
control over their own land. Chances are that in 
the event of a "contra" takeover, Miskito 
landholdings would be far behind corporate 


landholdings on the list of priorities. The "contra" 


armies are financed by people who believe in 
property rights over human rights. 


The Miskito movement for autonomy will go 
through many of the same twists that every other 
liberation movement has. Perhaps they will 
actually acheive some control, but they will have 
to do so in the middle of the war. If Nicaragua is 
fortunate, Latinos and Indians will find ways to 
become allies, and keep and gain more control over 
their lives. 
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STATEMENT FROM SOVIET PEACENIKS 


continued from page P-2 

--exercise to the fullest extent of the right to 
freedom of movement and choice of residence both 
outside one's country (unimpeded departure and 
return) and within one’s country (the dismantling 
of the system of obligatory residence permits). 


While noting the internal political aspect of the 
problem of trust, we also insist here the necessity 
for the free [nepodkontrolnaya] circulation of 
ideas and information, since the prolonged absence 
of freedom of information inside our country leads 
to a gulf of misunderstanding among entire groups 
of the population. 





The piobledie of srevontifia a world-wide , 


ecological catastrophe have never been more 
critical. The immense resources which are 
presently being spent on producing the newest 


types of weapons could be successfully applied to 
resolve these ecological problems. 

By the same token, joint international 
programs to meet world needs could serve as the 
most effective means of establishing trust in the 
world. 

By cutting military expenditures, many 
internal problems could be dealt with in the USSR, 
for examine, the food ehariages. the pouemo 


The Malling of Manhattan 


ION 


problem, and women's issues. A radical 
improvement in the social security system could 
be made, particularly for disabled and elderly. 

The problems of conserving the environment 
are as severe in the USSR as in any of the other 
developed industrial countries. Therefore we 
oppose not only the military but the ecological 
threat, in particular, the industrial pollution of our 
atmosphere, soil and water. We also oppose 
agricultural methods that can lead to irreversible 
ecological damage as well as the plunderous 
exploitation of the natural resources of the animal 
and plant world. 

The catastrophe at the Chernobyl nuclear 
power station which was unprecedented in scale, 
forced us to re-evaluate the dangers ensuing not 
only from nuclear weapons, but from atomic 
reactors used for peaceful means. In this 
connection we feel it is essential, at a minimum: 


--to review all current programs of atomic energy 
for the purpose of adopting more effective safety 
measure; 


--to shut down and cease construction of any new 
reactors of the RBMK type: 


--to guarantee the accessibility [transparentnost] — 


of atomic energy to international oversight by both 
governments and public; 


He) ST UCTION 


continued from page P-1 


* displacing old,established shops 


southside neighborhood 
trick) 

* tearing down buildings 

* rebuilding sidewalks 

creating massive parking lots 
* screwing up traffic patterns 
* kicking up a lot of dust 


* 


construction workers 


the madness. (The bean burritoes aren't bad, either.) 
* building lots of cheesy new shopfronts 


* putting in a bypass, screwing up the old, 


moving railroad tracks (that's a neat 


creating no additional jobs for in-town 


--to allocate additional resources for the creation 
of alternative non-nuclear energy sources (sun, 
wind, tides). 


The Trust Group is an informal association of 
citizens who share the above principles. It is not 
an organization and does not presuppose “party 
discipline," or strict membership, or the presence 
of a leader. It does not have an obligatory program 
of action. The degree of activity of each person is 
determined by himself or herself, both concerning 
actions taken in the framework of the Group as 
well as actions taken individually, by one's own 
desire. By the same token, the degree of 
responsibility the Group takes for each of its 
activists is determined separately in each 
concrete instance. 

In its activity the Trust Group tries to 
cooperate to the maximum degree both with 
Western peace movements as well as unofficial 
movements of peace activists in the countries of 


Eastern Europe. Only by joint efforts can we build 
a stable, just and secure world, a world without 
war, violence or oppression. 


Moscow, April 1987 
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OB» {48 
Postmodern Tidbits ae To 
You can never be sure what THEY are going to do aa e- 
next; for example, not long after THEY had a formal I shop 


Topping Off ceremony putting the "last" beam of the 
superstructure in place, THEY built an entire new wing to 
the north of this already huge structure. This new 
afterthought has little to offer save a few postmodern 
tidbits at the entries (one of which is severely off center 
in the esign). As a whole, this element is alien to the rest 
of the Mall-- obviously so. 

The whole idea is about as useful as a diesel-powered 
butt plug-- only much less amusing. 

If you want a good idea of what this place looks like: 
Imagine three people standing together facing different 


directions. The one in the middie faces west, the one to I shop 
the left faces south and east, and the one to the right so I 
faces north. The one in the center has a red Mohawk. The doen't 
one to the left is wearing a King Tut's hat, and the north have to 
face is the Postie Toastie-- on white ("light") bread. think... 


However, all is not for the worse... check out the new ` 
East Side Market & their much less dusty fruits & 
veggies! 





its a PARADOX... 


P.S. Sweet Judy Blue Eyes-- R.I.P. 


Local Musics 


Which Earth Are We On?, BCR, $8.50, available at 
Penny Lane in Lawrence and Kansas City. (Also 
available by mail from BCR Internationale, PO Box 
10481, Kansas City, MO 64111, please add $1 for 
postage & handling and please make checks out to 
Pod Bopper Products.) 


This is the long-awaited (by me, anyway) album 
from Kansas City's only anarchist band. They 
describe themselves as an "Afro nuclear wave funk 
swing reggae tango band"-- like | said, an anarchist 
band. 

My producer friend Glenn says it's not very well 
produced, but fuck him if he can't take a joke-- | like 
it. | like the “frisky, oceanic feeling" induced 
magically in myself by this music & so aptly 
described in Jay Mandeville's liner notes. Who is Jay 
Mandeville? | don't Know, but | also agree when he 
says, "More people bending, breaking, doing the 
mashed potato and the chicken to Mozart, or 
Motown, or Kurt Weill, means more metaphysical 
meat for BCR's table. Whether you groove with or 
without BCR, it's impossible to do so for the wrong 
reason. And in the emerging worldwide 
simultaneous polyculture, there's never a need to 
do without." Right on. : 

"Do you need a microscope?", BCR asks,"or 
should you go and see the Pope?" Nope-- 
"Uncertainty, to the nth degree/ Uncertainty, makes 
me feel free makes me feel free makes me feel 
free." And so do robot lips, the metal of your love, 
pod bopping, Quetzalcoatl's birthday, Sun Ra, and 

Olmec Heads. 
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The Angle of the Wrangle, the Lonesome 
- Houndogs, $4 or a 12-pack of Lone Star beer from 
820 Louisiana #1, Lawrence, KS 66044, or call 
John at 841-3858. (Please add $1 for postage.) 

Q: What happens when you let 4 Kansas 
cowpunks loose in a studio with drums and guitars 
and lots of fancy electronic recording equipment? 

A: The Angle of the Wrangle, a cassette tape of 
original "songs" (that's what it says) by Lawrence's 


(& formerly Manhattan's) own Lonesome ° 


Houndogs. 





Mr. Moon 
finds himself on too many sides 
of the proverbial fence. 


Dear 

fellow travelers in blessed ignorance. 
I am here to console you. 

We are all 

alone. Take care. 


We pass through in our pedestrian fashion 


the same as snails, giving 
comfort to some, causing 
disruption to others. Our asses 
are on the proverbial fence, 

you know; all possible viewpoints 
are not only plausible 

but even downright sensible. I am 
here to say 

that I understand you all. 

Your motives are noble, but 


there exists no recourse for communication 


save the most flawed of all: 
language. 


Oh pity us 





KU Student Died in 
| Spanish Civil War 
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50 years ago this September 3rd, Don Henry died of wounds 


| received while carrying other soldiers off the battlefield. He was a 


sophomore at the University of Kansas and his death touched off 


| an investigation into communist activity at the University. 


He belonged to a first-aid squad of the Lincoln Brigade, a 
communist-led voluntary army of Americans who sympathized 
with the Loyalist cause-- defending the left-wing Spanish 


government from a right-wing coup led by Francisco Franco. - 
‘Henry was wounded during an offensive drive on the Aragon - 
| front. His parents thought he was studying in France on a 


scholarship until they received a letter from Kenneth Graeber, a 
former KU student and friend of Don's who had also gone to 
Spain. The letter informed them of Don's death in combat. 

Ed Henry, Don's father, asked that an investigation be held to 
discover if anyone at the University had encouraged or helped his 
son go to Spain. The investigation by Chancellor E.H. Lindley 
discovered that the money for Don's trip had com from Max 
Salzman, a communist organizer from Kansas City, and that 
most of the money had come from New York, although some 
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Despite what their name might suggest, the ` 


Houndogs are one of Lawrence's most eclectic 
bands, playing everything from country & western 
to reggae to psy-cow-delic rock&roll space jammin’ 
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to wild jazz fusion. This tape features such local 
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of the USA-- fighting freedom in the world today”), 


and “Frat Boys on Acid”, the song that explains why 
you see so many people in tie-dyed T-shirts driving 
BMW's in the college towns of America today. 

In this reviewer's humble opinion, you owe it to 
yourself to get a copy of this tape, set back with a 
12-pack of Lone Star beer, and go Beyond the 
Farthest Star with the Lonesome Houndogs, 
because as they themselves will tell you, they were 
Country Punk Before Country Punk Was Cool. 
Throwing up on your boots is optional. 

boog 
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may have been raised in Kansas City. A letter from Salzman had 


| BADGER by 


~ been discovered in Don's trunk in the family's home in Dodge : 


City, Kansas, along with lots of political literature. Among the 
literature was a communist organizer's manual and several copies 
of a communist pamphlet. Ed Henry accused Dean Paul Lawson 
and Y.M.C.A. secretary John Hunt of being involved in a 
communist conspiracy., but both denied any involvement. The 
state legislature began an independent investigation, but it ended 
when the Senate refused to allocate funds. The "red scare" was 
considered to be a joke by most KU students. One group of 
pranksters were arrested by Lawrence police for driving around 
town in a car flying Russian flags. 

The Kansas City Kansan of October 5, 1937 said of Don 
Henry: "... the course he chose was very much his own private, 
personal business... there was nothing dishonorable in what he 
did, on the contrary, sacrifice of life to a high conviction, for 
what he undoubtably thought was right, always has been 
admirable and always should be." Unfortunately, Don's death was 
in vain. Stalin succeeded in gaining control of the Loyalist 
government through the Spanish Communist Party. The Party's 
policy of wooing the middle class by opposing radical social 


change undid the Loyalist coalition, and its persecution of | 
dissident leftists destroyed the movement's morale. Franco | 


succeeded in winning the war and ruled Spain until his death in 
aiia Ed Stamm 
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jlivin’ right ‘cross the street 
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[Sez here the Douglas County TITT. 
| Bank wants to tear down 800 | Kree-Kree-kreee-kree-kreee 
| block for a parkin’ lot. a 
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hey wouldn't DARE! Not with 
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